
10:00 to 10:30 – Open House

10:30-11:45 – Presentation and Q&A

If you would like to ask a question to be answered during the 

Q&A, please write your question on a comment card and provide to a 

UNSE team member.

If you have a comment that you would like to be recorded verbatim for 

the project record, please fill out a comment form. 
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Project Need & Benefits
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• Improve the reliability and resiliency of the electrical transmission system 
serving Santa Cruz County.

• Maintain and strengthen reliability for Santa Cruz County and its 
residents, businesses and industries, including hospitals, schools, ports of 
entry and federal facilities.

• Meet current and future energy needs without impacting service to 
existing customer.

• Reduce and eliminate the potential for a major and sustained outage in 
Santa Cruz County.

• Support maintenance and other upgrades, allowing work to be performed 
without interrupting system operations.
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Santa Cruz Reliability Project South (Phase 3)
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• Final phase of a three-phase project. 

• Construct a second 138 kilovolt (kV) transmission line to interconnect the 

Kantor Substation in Amado to the Valencia Substation in Nogales 

through the planned Gateway Substation west of Interstate 19 and West 

Mariposa Road.

• Construct the Gateway substation and relocate distribution circuits from 

the  Valencia Substation.
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Example Pole Structure 
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• Tubular

• Weathering Steel 

• Monopoles 
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What is Siting?
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Project Route Development & Evaluation
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Planning & Siting Process Flowchart
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Study Area
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Project Route Development & Evaluation
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Suitability Assessment Methodology 
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Suitability Criteria 

17



© UniSource Energy Services. All rights reserved.

Composite Suitability Methodology 
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Composite Suitability Models
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OPTION 1
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Project Schedule

Begin Transmission Line 

Siting Process
CEC Application Submittal 

Arizona Corporation 

Commission (ACC) Open 
Meeting

Complete Transmission Line

Siting Process

Arizona Power Plant and 

Transmission Line Siting 
Committee Hearing

March

2025

November

2025

December 

2025

April 

2026

February

2026
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Santa Cruz Reliability Project South (Phase 3) projected in service date 2030 
(In service date subject to change)
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Public Participation

22

• Fill out an online comment form at: 

o uesaz.com/santa-cruz-reliability-project-south

• Send comments via email to: scrnorth@uesaz.com

• Call (520) 917-6635 and leave a voicemail message
 

• Mail a letter with comments to:

o ATTN: Santa Cruz Reliability South

P.O. Box 711

Mail Stop CB200

Tucson, AZ 85701-0711 

mailto:scrnorth@uesaz.com


10:00 to 10:30 – Open House

10:30-11:45 – Presentation and Q&A

If you would like to ask a question to be answered during the 

Q&A,  please write your question on a comment card and provide to a 

UNSE team member.

If you have a comment that you would like to be recorded verbatim for 

the project record, please fill out a comment form. 
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