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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed
and nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee at Tucson, Arizona, comencing at 9:00 a.m on

Novenber 4, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conmi ssion

LEONARD C. DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental
Quality

SAL DICICCI O Incorporated Cities and Towns

DOUG.AS FANT, General Public

ROVAN FONTES, Counti es

DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnent of Water Resources

R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, General Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

OSBORN MALEDCN, P. A.

By: Meghan H. G abel

By: Elias J. Ancharski

2929 North Central Avenue, 20th Fl oor
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85012
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Ancharski, you will be hosting us for
t he tour?

MR. ANCHARSKI :  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you have -- do want to
go over the itinerary and then give us our safety
briefing?

MR. ANCHARSKI: Yes, certainly. So, good
nmor ni ng, Chairman, Commttee Menbers. As you heard,
we're going on a field trip today. So we have a little
bit of housekeeping that | wanted to go over. So |'l]|
ask M. Bryner and Ms. Marifez to help ne.

Q So, M. Bryner, can you please turn to Exhibit
UNS- 8.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q And what is this exhibit?

A (MR BRYNER) This is a tour itinerary and
narrative script.

Q Geat. And was this exhibit created by you or
under your direction and control ?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q And can you pl ease provide a high-1level summary
of the tour that we're about to take today and kind of
what the comm ttee nenbers wll see on the tour?
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A (MR BRYNER) Sure. |'d be happy to.
So we're -- we're a little bit north of our
project area, so we'll be junping on Interstate 19 for
about 20 m nutes, heading south. Qur first stop will be

at The Springs nei ghborhood. W tal ked about that a
little bit yesterday. |It's |located just to the north
side of the Canoa Ranch Substation, so there we'll be
able to get a vista of the views fromthat nei ghborhood,
as well as be able to see the context of the Canoa Ranch
Substation. W'Ill then go to the historic Canoa Ranch
and the Anza National H storic Trail, where you'll be
able to see that in context, in relationship to the
proposed routes.

We have four -- four different stops after that.
W'll do kind of a drive-thru, so you can see a view from
sone of the residential areas west of 1-19. And then our
next stop will be over in the El ephant Head community.
That's where the gentl eman who gave public comment | ast
night lives. And you'll be able to see the relationship

of both the preferred and the alternative route rel ative

to those -- that residential area. And our |ast stop
w il be at the Kantor Substation on the far end of the
project. And then -- then we'll go to |unch.

Q All right. Thank you, M. Bryner.
/1
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ADRI ANA MARI NEZ,
called as a witness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairnman to
speak the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MR ANCHARSKI :
Q Now, |'m going to ask Ms. Marifiez to go over
t hose tour protocols and safety tips.
A (M. MARI NEZ) Sure.
So although it's going to be a beautiful day
today, it wll be sunny and it will warmup to about 86
degrees, so just please be mndful of that, drink plenty
of water. We'Il have water on the bus and we do have
sunscreen and hats for you all and sone fans. So pl ease
take a | ook at that table there and take what you need.
Q I'"ll just note that, you know, we wll be out in
the field so just watch your step and any critters that
m ght be running around. And then we do have sonme extra
tour scripts and protocols, | believe, they were passed
out, so we should have those, but we do have extra. And,
as nentioned, we will stop at the Longhorn Gill for
| unch after the tour and return.
| see that M. Bryner m ght have sonething el se
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to say.

A (MR, BRYNER) One other thing that | forgot to
nmention. At our first stop in The Springs nei ghborhood,
we're going to wal k down that community path just a
coupl e hundred feet, not real far, but we do have
arranged -- one of the neighbors there offered to |l et us
use his golf court. So if you d |like to be shuttled to
where we're going to stop and tal k, then you can.

Q Al right. Wth that, | think we're ready to
begin the tour.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, 1'Il just rem nd
everyone that the ex parte rule's in effect. There won't
be any questions asked of the applicant, except at the
desi gnated stops when we're in front of the court
reporter. Menbers are not to deliberate the case on the
bus. They do have a script, so as we drive by certain
points that are noticed on the map, they will narrate.

There's -- everything they're going to say
is already in the record in the exhibit. So that's how
we address that issue. But, otherw se, you're not to ask
any questions except at the designated stops in front of
the court reporter. Wth that, | think we're ready to go
off the record and get on the bus.

(Recessed from9:04 a.m until 9:50 a.m)

(Begi nning of route tour.)
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(TIME NOTED: 9:50 a. m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 1.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go on the
recor d.

M. Ancharski, M. Bryner will be your
W tness at this stop?

ANCHARSKI :  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Take it away, M. Bryner.

MR BRYNER Okay. So, okay, so we
are at Stop No. 1 on our tour, in The Springs
nei ghbor hood, | ooking to the south, the far direction
fromus, that is the Canoa Ranch Substation. So that's a
138-kV substation that's owned and operated by Tucson
El ectric Power that will be the interconnection point for
the Santa Cruz Reliability Project North, the line you're
seei ng between us and the substation is, well, it's a
pole line that supports the 138-kV circuit on the south
side or far side fromus. And the 46-kV on the near side
to us as we | ook towards the east or towards the sun,
that's the Santa Rita Muntains, so those were the views
that were, as we net with The Springs nei ghbor hood and
many ot her residential nei ghborhoods in this area, those
were the views that were very inportant that were
protected by this |ine.

And so for either of our routes that we're

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 252 VOLUME Il 11/04/2025 164

proposing, the new transmssion line wll be | ocated on
the far side of the substation, and even as it continues
to the east on the far side of these existing

transm ssion lines, so they would not inpede the views
further beyond what they're inpeded today. | think
that's really all I want to share in this |ocation, so we
can take questi ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is this the trail?

MR BRYNER. This is a community path. And
there is also a dog park they were concerned about, and
that's located a little bit further to the east.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then is there another
trail that goes through the conservati on park?

MR BRYNER There is. There is the Juan
Bati sta de Anza National Hi storic Trail. W are not on
that trail now W wll see that on Stop 2. W wll be
on the trail. And that's located just to the east side
of the substation, the big structure that's the drop
structure. W have | ooked at that on sone of the visual
simul ati ons one, two structures down the trail, it's
about there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Well, | guess
that concludes the stop. W're ready to go back on the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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bus and proceed to Stop 2. Let's go off the record.

(TIME NOTED: 9:53 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 1.)

(TI ME NOTED: 10: 06 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 2.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

M. Bryner, we're now at Stop 2.

MR. BRYNER. Ckay. So Stop 2. This is
the -- we're standing on a portion of the Juan Batista de
Anza National Historic Trail. |If you' re curious about if
this is the actual trail that Juan Batista went on, it is
not, but this has been designated as the national
historic trail or a portion of the national historic
trail, so we're also -- the buildings that you can see to
t he sout hwest of us, I'mpointing in that direction,
those are the historic headquarters of the Canoa Ranch.
So they were built in the early 1900s.

And there was a question that was asked on
the bus, is this still an operating ranch? No, it is
not. So it's now owned by Pima County. And, as we
di scussed previously, it's set aside as a conservation
area. So our transmssion line, the preferred route,
woul d be located a little over a mle distance from here,
to the east the Santa Rita Mountains. Again, those are
off to the east in the far distance. These poles that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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you see sort of a few hundred feet fromus, that is a
46-KkV transm ssion line or sub-transm ssion |ine. That
is not part of the backup source to the Kantor
Substation, though that |ine does run to the Canoa 46-kV
substation. And at that substation, it goes on to the
Kant or Subst ati on.

In the far distance, about three mles from
here, if you're really good with your eyes, you m ght see
sone poles out there. Those are the existing 138-kV
transm ssion |line that runs from Val encia to the Kantor
Substation. So to give you a sense, the preferred route
woul d be | ocat ed about hal fway between us and t hose
poles. The alternative route would be | ocated, in sone
cases, along that existing pole line and in sone cases
beyond that existing pole line. They're far out there.
Good luck finding them

That's -- that's all the things that |
wanted to share, so |I'm happy to take questi ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, M. Bryner.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Any questions from nenbers?

Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: You may notice it's not
part of our jurisdiction --

CHWN STAFFORD: Tal k | ouder or get near the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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court reporter.

MEMBER KRYDER: -- at the top of the one
mountain is the M. Hopkins Cbservatory.

MR BRYNER That's a Smthsonian
observatory.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chair?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m wonderi ng where on our
map two is the line -- the existing 138 line?

MR BRYNER. So if you're |ooking at your
map two, the existing 138-kV line, it's actually way off
the map, so it's not -- that's the railroad you're seeing
on the eastern -- on the right side of your map, if you
go to your overview nmap, the existing transm ssion |ine,
just to point it out to you guys, if you see where Stop 5
is at on the existing or on the overvi ew map, the
exi sting transm ssion line runs nore or less a |lot by
Stop 5. It's distant from here.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. BRYNER. M. Ancharski just asked a
gquesti on about there's sone additional poles. | pointed
out the 46-kV poles that are closest to us. There's
ot her poles that are beyond those, but still in our -- in
our viewshed here, those are distribution poles.

So there are a nunber of wells throughout

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the Canoa Ranch that are still operational and those
actually serve water to the Freeport-MMRan Sierrita
m ne. So those each have power plant going to them
CHWN STAFFORD: And those wells, the power
flowng to themis fromwhich utility?
MR BRYNER We're within TEP service
territory, so that is served by TEP.
CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from

menber s?

(No response.)

MR BRYNER | do have -- Chairman
Stafford, | have sone brochures if anyone wants sone
| ight reading material about Canoa Ranch. | know

soneti nes you guys are curious, so you can read them

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. Thank you.
Wth that -- oh, Menber Kryder, do you have a question?

MEMBER KRYDER: No.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wth that, let's go off the
record and get back on the bus and head on to Stop 3.

(TI ME NOTED: 10:13 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 2.)

(TIME NOTED: 11:05 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 5.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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W are now at Stop 5. 3 and 4 were
actually just pauses, we didn't actually stop. So this
is the first tine we've stopped since Stop 2. So al
right. And so, M. Bryner, tell us what we're | ooking at
from Stop 5.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. So here's Stop 5. W
are along the route of the alternative -- along the
alignnent of the alternative route, so we're at the
eastern edge of the El ephant Head conmunity. So the
route would run north/south. So the Santa Rita Muntains
to the east. To the west we're | ooking toward the m ne
tailing, so north/south is this alignnent. It's a half
section line. This is State Trust Lands that we're
standing on. The private | ands begin just to the west.

So | ooki ng over to the east, if you see the
prom nent rock formation to the right of the Santa Rita
Mount ai ns, that is Elephant Head. So that's, when you
hear about the geologic formati on we di scussed, that is
what it is. Fromcertain angles it does |ook |ike an
el ephant head with a trunk comng out with sone ears.

Not from here.

Ch, there's also -- sorry, | forgot to
nmention, you see the sign up here, it says, "El ephant
Head Bi ke Trail,"” there is a trail head right here too.
It's not just for bikes, but the trail to El ephant Head
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starts here. So this is the trailhead for that. So it's
al so an opportunity for folks out here to recreate and
enj oy the nountai ns and the desert | andscape.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder, you had a

questi on?

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes. It refers back to
Pause 4, where we were -- ny question is, the preferred
route ran down that |ine, correct?

CHWN STAFFCORD: Canoa Road?

MEMBER KRYDER  Yes. And ny question was,
is the line on the conservation ranch part or is it on
t he east side of the conservation |ine?

MR BRYNER: Thank you

So, yes, at Pause 4 we were on the
alignment of the preferred route. The corridor we're
requesting is 500 feet wi de, extending down the center
| i ne of Canoa Ranch Road. So it would allow us to go on
the east side or west side. W would like to be,
ideally, within the road easenent on the west side, but
that's dependent on final survey, and if there's
sufficient room

MEMBER KRYDER. And as a followup to that,
| know there was sone di scussion you all were having with
the County with regard to getting onto the conservation
area, howis -- can you bring us up to date on what that
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MR BRYNER Sure. So we discussed that a
little bit yesterday, but basically the area we are
working with Pima County on, to renove sone of the | ands
fromtheir current restrictive coordi nates on that
conservati on easenent. W're focusing on the northern
edge of the Canoa Ranch eastern -- not the eastern edge
where the preferred route would be | ocated near Pause 4,
if we needed to secure an easenent from Pinma County
there, we would have to renove additional |ands fromthat
conservati on easenent, which is sonething we would prefer
not to do.

Where are things currently with renoving
that restriction? So we don't have a final agreenent
si gned, but we have a verbal agreenent with the County
staff on the plans that will be exchanged and pl aced in
t he conservation test -- so the |lands that woul d be
pl aced into conservation in |lieu of those | ands and
securing that easenent.

So we feel very good that it wll go
t hrough, but it does have to go through the Pima County
Board of Supervisors, the Arizona Land and Water Trust,
and the U S. Fish and WIildlife Service to do that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you so nuch.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Bryner, | seemto
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recall testinony that you were unsure how far back from
t he road the actual Canoa Ranch Conservation Park was.
You were still trying to figure out if there was
sufficient roomthat was not part of that preserve to be
used for the transm ssion line on the west side of the
road, correct?

MR- BRYNER That's correct. So the
ri ght-of-way easenent for Canoa Road, this is subject to
check, but I'mrenenbering 80 feet wide is the roadway
easenent as we were driving along Canoa Road. |If you
have | ooked at the barbed wire fence, there's signs al ong
that fence there that said, "Boundary of the Canoa Ranch
Conservation Area," so sonetines fences are placed on the
edges of property lines, sonetines they're not.

If that is the property line, then we
bel i eve we have sufficient space. |If that is not the
exact property line and it's closer to the roadway, then
we would likely need to place it on the east side of
Canoa Road.

CHWN STAFFORD: And there's an existing
46-kV l'i ne there?

MR. BRYNER There's an existing 13.8
distribution line, if that was the case, we would need to
build -- put that in an underbuild position or put that
under gr ound.
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CHWN STAFFORD. Gkay. Thank you.

Menber Little, you had a question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M questions refer to the
Canoa Road between narration point C and D. | notice
there was a section of underground distribution. Do you
know why that was under grounded there?

CHWN STAFFORD: What map are you referring
to, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Map four.

CHWN STAFFORD: Map four, okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Between narration point C
and D. | was |looking to the east side of the road, the
houses that are close to the road. And | notice that
there is a section of distribution that was under ground.
And | guess ny question was |'mjust wondering whet her
there were residents who requested or insisted that it be
under gr ounded.

MR BRYNER | wish | had an answer, but |
don't.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Anot her question. There
are sone houses that are very close to the road on the
east side of Canoa Road. D d you hear fromany of those
residents in particular? | know that the views are
predomnantly to the east and not to the west, but sone
of the houses are cl ose enough that those -- the
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transm ssion |line, the preferred route woul d be very
close to their hones.

MR, BRYNER. So of the public comments
we' ve received, |I'mnot aware of any of themthat cane
fromthose residents on Canoa Road directly on the east
si de.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Does UNS have a policy of
actually getting in touch with peopl e whose properties
woul d be affected directly?

MR. BRYNER: So, certainly, when we're
requiring the right-of-way we woul d. But during the
siting process we send themout a mailer, we send them
emails. W do everything in our power to |let them know
about it, but we don't go door to door, knock on their
doors, and give them a specific phone call, no.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?

Menber Fant, please take the m crophone.
There you go.

MEMBER FANT: Since we're near the
trail head -- and thank you, sir -- have you had any i nput
fromany trail associations or any offroad vehicle
associ ations?

MR BRYNER. So we did hear fromthe Juan
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Batista de Anza Historic Trail, they're managed by the
Nati onal Park Service. So they did participate in our
agency briefings that we had throughout the siting
process, and they provided witten comment. Their
primary concern, simlar to the residents, was views from
the trail and affecting that experience for users.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
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menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Al l right.

is 77?

Qur next stop

MR BRYNER. | left ny thing in there.

It's the | ast stop. W have a pause and then a stop. |

t hi nk we have Pause 6 and Stop 7.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pause 6 and Stop 7.

Ckay.

All right. Very good. Wth that, let's go off the

record and get back on the bus.

(TIVE NOTED: 11:12 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 5.)

(TIVE NOTED. 11:18 a.m)

(Arrival at Stop No. 7.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Back on the record.

W' re here at Stop 7,

M.

Bryner.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. So |ooking to the

south, that is the Kantor Substation that you see,
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you see the gal vani zed steel. Again, we're | ooking at
the 138-kV Valencia to Kantor line running into the
substation on the east side or if you' re |ooking towards
it on your left. And on the west side or your right-hand
side is the 46-kV line. During the |ast pause, Pause 6,
| nentioned that we woul d repl ace the wood pol es that
were very simlar -- | think we've confirned with our
engi neers that we're able to use those existing poles, so
fromthat point along M. Hopkins Road down to the
substation, we'll be able to make use of those existing
pol es as they are today. W would have to repl ace the
conduct or.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then you woul d j ust
underbuil d the 467

MR BRYNER No, the 46 will be able to be
retired as part of this project. Once we have two 138-kV
com ng to Kantor, we have a full backup at that point, no
need to have a partial backup.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

| " m curious, engineering brain, why is the
insulators -- or are the insulators on the 138 and 46 the

sane size? Confused ne.

MR, BRYNER. So the way that -- so this
line, the way that -- I'mgoing to speak from TEP and
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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UNSE' s perspective on 46-kV lines. So we engi neer our
46-kV lines to accommpdate to a 138-kV standard. So the
reason for that is for sinplicity's sake. It neans we
have to stock one set of insulators, one type of poles,
one type of hardware, all those things. So while it nmay
cost an increnental anpbunt nore, maybe over-engi neered on
the 46-kV side, the savings is greater in the |ong run
because we have those econom es of scale.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So the insulators can al so
remain, all you have to do is reconductor?

MR BRYNER  Absol utely.

You see the Public Notice sign there? So
that is for Case 176, the Nogales tap to Kantor to

rebuild is the line on the east side here. So at the

tine -- so that's so we can rebuild that line. So this,
again, is the portion -- this is a single-circuit
configuration. |If you |ook further south, past the
Kant or Substation, you'll notice the poles with all the

insulators, all three insulators on one side, those are
doubl e-circuit capable poles. MNorth of here they're only
single-circuit capable. So that's why the solution for
phase 1 could not involve double-circuiting the existing
i ne, because we can't take that |ine out of service to
rebuild it. W need to have a separate path.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
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menber s?

Menmber Fant ?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir.

What are the growh rates in this area?
What are the growh rates here in this area?

MR. BRYNER I n Santa Cruz County?

MEMBER FANT: Santa Cruz and deep south
Pi ma County.

MR BRYNER: So Pinma County is served by
TEP. Santa Cruz County is served by UNSE. So for UNS
Electric, the residential growh rates are not great.
But there is certainly growth in electrical |oad. The
war ehouse industry is growwng a lot. W did have a case
a couple of years ago for a new m ne down here, so -- soO
el ectrical needs are growing. And simlar in Pim
County, they're growi ng, but nore residential growth al so
in Pima County.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from

menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, that concludes the
tour. So | guess we will recess and go to |unch.

think our plan is to be back in the hearing room by 1:30.
MR BRYNER: | think that wll be very
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doabl e.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Excellent. So
let's take our lunch recess now and we plan on
reconveni ng back in the hearing roomat 1:30. Of the
recor d.

(TIME NOTED: 11:23 a.m)

(Conclusion of Stop No. 7.)

(Tour concluded at 11:23 a.m)

(The hearing resunmed at 2:07 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record. W have conpl eted our tour.

M. Ancharski, please proceed.

BY MR ANCHARSKI

Q All right. Good afternoon, everyone, we're
going to start back up with the overview of the
alternative route. As you recall at the end of the day
yesterday we flipped to the virtual tour just in advance
of the physical tour today. So we're going to go back
over -- M. Bryner's going to start, we are on panel 2,
so M. Chris Otizy Pino wll also be joining M. Bryner
on this panel, so with that, Cark, I'll let you take it
awnay .

A (MR BRYNER) Thank you.

So, again, sone of this is going to be nore

famliar to you now that we've seen it in the field,
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nonetheless | still want to cover sone of these details
and make sure you know what's going on with respect to
this route in the sane way that you | earned about the
preferred route.

So for the alternative route, again, 1'll begin
ny description by beginning at the Canoa Ranch
Substation. So as we saw today in the field, the
alternative route foll ows the exact sane path as the
preferred route com ng out of the Canoa -- Canoa Ranch
Substation. So any of the inpacts to the adjacent
nei ghbor hood, The Springs, and ot her nei ghborhoods, the
vi ewsheds, any resources would be identical in this area
for either the preferred or alternative route. And where
they deviate is really at the eastern edge of the Canoa
Ranch Conservation Park, where the preferred route goes
south and the alternative route heads to the east.

It heads to the east across, prinmarily, State
Trust Lands, but as you can see in the inage on slide 40,
it does cross a portion of private |ands. The route --
the alternative route then cuts to the south, again, this
is a half section line to the south on State Trust Lands
and crosses underneath the existing 138-kV Vail to Kantor
transm ssion line. And then crosses al ong the edge of
t he El ephant Head community. Key Oobservation Point 5 is
fromthat eastern edge of the El ephant Head comunity and
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in fact it's where we stopped on our -- our route tour
today, | believe it was actually Stop 5 on the route
tour. This was the El ephant Head trail head.

So | ooking at the actual sinulation on slide 42,
you can see the existing condition. So this is nore or
| ess where we stood during our stop. You can see the
El ephant Head formation in the background, the rest of
the Santa Rta range behind it. So, again, this is the
edge of the residential neighborhood, also a recreation
opportunity for those using that trail.

And there is really nothing interrupting the
natural views, apart from-- fromthe road, the dirt
roadway. Looking at the bottomof slide 42, this is a
sinmul ati on of what the alternative route would | ook |ike
if it were built in this area. So here you can see the
structures in the foreground and extendi ng towards the
sout h between us and those Santa Rita Muntains.

So that would result in a noderate visual i npact
to residents in the area, as well as to recreation users
of the trail fromthis viewpoint. Ch, and just as a way
of reference, that closest structure, the one on the
|l eft-hand side, is 255 feet fromwhere this photo was
t aken.

So just a little bit further south fromthat
| ocation, and we didn't go there on the tour, but this is
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wthin the residential area of Elephant Head is our Key
Observation Point 6. So this photo is taken to the
sout heast and, again, represents a view fromthat
residential area. This key observation point is actually
broken into two separate franmes, so that we can see a
w der angl e of view

The top photo on slide 44 represents the
existing condition today. And this is near the end of
Monarch Wy within -- within that community. So in this
phot o, you can see the rural nature of the residential
area and you can see the northern edge of the Santa Rita
Mount ai ns, extending on the right-hand side of the photo.
Looki ng at the bottom graphic that illustrates the
sinmul ated condition fromthis sanme |ocation if the
alternative route were constructed. There is a structure
al nost by the gate right there on the right-hand side of
t he phot o.

| do also want to point out before | go to the
next slide, this wall on the extrene right side of the
phot o, because you're going to see that same wall in this
next simulation. GOkay. So |'ve just advanced over to
slide 45. So, again, this is that sane key observation
poi nt but now we're just continuing to pan around, so to
poi nt out that wall we saw in slide 44.

So, again, the top -- the top photo is the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 252 VOLUME Il 11/04/2025 183

exi sting condition, the El ephant Head formati on. Again,
you can see the rural nature of the residential area. In
t he bottom photo is the sinmulated condition. And in the
background, you can see structures extending across the
hori zon.

So in this case, the new transm ssion |ine would
be apparent fromany views towards the Santa R ta
Mount ai ns or towards El ephant Head, and would result in a
noderate visual inpact to the residents in this area.

And al so for frame of reference, that closest structure
fromthis viewis 850 feet. So |ooking again at slide
43, the alternative route, then so just south of where we
were at, the alternative route cuts to the west and back
to the sane alignment as the existing 138 Vail to Kantor
transmssion line. And nore or less follows that sane
line all the way into the Kantor Substation across State
Trust Lands, but we di scussed those slight deviations, |
t hi nk when we were going through the virtual tour
yesterday, there are those couple of jogs around the
residential area. And that's because there's not space
for us to acquire additional right-of-way through the
nei ghborhood itself and continue to parallel the existing
transm ssion |ine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
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In the application when you're discussing -- |'mjunping
back to the other end of this line, which is the sane as
the -- exiting the Canoa Ranch Substation, so it's the
same for both the preferred and the alternate route, the
sentence "There are approxi mately nine residences on the
northern end of the route in the southeast corner of The
Springs community within 1,000 feet of the alternative
route,” and also the other one, the preferred one, "wth
potential views of |ess than one mnute to nultiple-hour
dur ati on dependi ng on the exact placenent. The poles in
this area woul d be between the residences and views to
the Santa Rita Muntains."

We | ooked at the simul ati ons yesterday for
those, and |I'm just wondering where -- on the tour today,
| didn't really see any -- nuch of any inpact of the
proposed route or where the lines would be for both the
proposed and the alternative for those residences. Can
you maybe point out on the map that's up here now, slide
43, where those residences are and nmaybe give ne
sone -- | didn't see a line going in front of any
resi dences, | guess is what |I'm sayi ng between them and
the nountains. Did | mss sonething?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: Yes, Menber Little, can you
speak into your mcrophone a little better? Thank you
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very much.

MR BRYNER: | was able to hear you, Menber
Little, so l'"mokay to answer that. So just to clarify
and make sure |I'mtal king about the sane thing. So from
within The Springs nei ghborhood where we nade our first
stop, just on the north side of the Canoa Ranch
Substation, that's where you're referencing in the
application, the description with the nine hones wthin
1,000 feet?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

MR- BRYNER Okay. So what we were talking
about there, so obviously the Santa Rita Mountains are to
t he sout heast of there, and so there is an existing |line
that we were | ooking at that was between those hones
today and the views towards the Santa R ta Muntains, in
that area. So it's that sane view that is inpeded today
by the existing line that woul d be inpeded in the future.

We have that as a | ow i npact because
there's existing, you know, forns, |lines, and col ors that
are simlar within that view conpared to what we woul d be
introducing. And so it doesn't add any additional i npact
to those existing hones. And, as you saw today, it would
actually be located further away and because the way the
vegetati on grows and ot her things, they nmay not be very
apparent at all, even if not visible.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. So | didn't miss
anyt hi ng, because it seened to nme that, you know, the way
it was witten in the application nade it sound |ike
there's going to be a transmi ssion line here and there's
the mountains. And | did not see that at all, what | saw
was a pretty well-di sgui sed area and what's being built
is further fromthe hones than what's already there.

MR. BRYNER: Your understanding is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR BRYNER M. Otiz y Pinois going to
chat about our planned | and use.

MR ORTIZy PINO Thank you, M. Bryner.

So very simlar to the preferred route, the
alternative route diverges to the southwest and covers
t he resource conservation | and use designation and into
the low intensity rural |and use designation in Pina
County. Again, Pima Prospers allows for utility
infrastructure in all zones and does not apply the
gui delines to the transm ssion structure construction.

As the preferred -- as the alternative
route crosses through -- into Santa Cruz County, again,
in the northwest character area of Santa Cruz County, by
following the existing utility corridor it maintains in
compliance wth that general plan. Again, simlarly to
the preferred route, in Pima County the alternative route
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crosses through the rural honestead zone in 10 here,
which is an allowed use within that rural honestead zone
crossing into Santa Cruz County. Again, there is no
zoni ng designations on Arizona State Trust Lands, all the
way to the Kantor Substation, and thus, is in conpliance.

And, again, simlarly to the preferred
route, the alternative route crosses through several
desi gnati ons of the Sonoran Desert conservation |and
system cat egori es, however, there are no rezoni ngs or
ot her determ nati ons necessary to permt this. And so it
does not trigger the conservation | and system poli ci es.

At this point it's also worth pointing out
that the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan is only
applicable to Pima County and Santa Cruz County does not
have a simlar plan in place.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What is a "biological core
managenent area," what does that nean?

MR ORTIZy PINO So the biological core
managenent area is an area that is being managed for its
bi ol ogi cal resources. So it's sonething that Pima County
has pl aced hi gher conservation values to in terns of
conservation and protection of those resources.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
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CHWN STAFFORD: So what does that entail
for the applicant to do to build in those areas as
opposed to an area that wasn't designated as a bi ol ogi cal
core managenent area?

MR ORTIZy PINO So because there's no
rezoni ngs or other decisions that need to be made by the
Board of Supervisors, it doesn't trigger the
applicability of it at all.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So it's a
di stinction without a difference, then?

MR ORTIZYy PINO So if we were private
devel opers devel oping a subdivision in this area and
needed rezoning froma rural honestead zone to a nore
I ntense use, we would then have to -- we would then be
triggering sone of those policy or conservation policies
and would require mtigation |lands or noney in |ieu of
conservation | ands.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. But since it's a
permtted use as a utility for a transm ssion |ine,
that's -- none of that is required?

MR ORTIZy PINO That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you.

MR BRYNER Okay. So back to biol ogical
resources. So the resource is, as well as the inpacts
for the alternative route, would be very simlar to those
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of the preferred route. The alternative route again
passes through a | argely undevel oped area, primarily

t hrough desert scrub, as you saw today. But it does get
into alittle nore woodl and vegetative communities up

t owar ds the El ephant Head ar ea.

Again, there's no designated critical
habitat within the vicinity of the alternative route, but
the sane three special status species do still have the
potential to occur. Those are the yellowbilled cuckoo,
t he cactus ferrugi nous pygny ow, as well as the Pinm
Pi neappl e Cact us.

And | ooki ng at that higher |andscape |evel
ecosystem the alternative route is located wthin the
sane wldlife corridors as the preferred route and in the
vicinity of the sane inportant bird areas of the
preferred route. And, simlarly, the alternative route
woul d not inpact wildlife novenent or either of the
important bird areas. And, again, simlar to the
preferred route, the alternative route would not i npact
ri pari an areas.

So many of the sane recreation
opportunities in the vicinity of the alternative route
are the same as those of the preferred route. So that
i ncl udes the Canoa Ranch Conservation Park, the Juan
Bati sta de Anza National Hi storic Trail, wth the one
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additional recreation opportunity that is in the vicinity
of the alternative route, being the El ephant Head

trail -- trailhead and trail near the eastern edge of the
El ephant Head community.

However, any inpact to recreation resources
as a result of the alternative route would be tenporary
and limted to just those short periods of tine during
construction. The alternative route, sane as the
preferred, is not located within the vicinity of any
specifically designated sceni c areas, however, several of
the recreation opportunities offer those open views of
nature, as well as the Santa R ta Muntains and those
woul d be affected in sone areas by the alternative
transm ssi on route.

In addition to the two key observation
poi nts that we | ooked at fromw thin The Springs
nei ghbor hood near the Canoa Ranch Substation, we -- so
those ones were assessed as a | ow visual inpact for the
alternative route, as well as the preferred route. W
did |l ook at those two additional key observation points
with respect to the alternative route, Key Cbservation
Points 5 and 6. That represented views of residential
areas fromw thin the E ephant Head community, as well as
recreation users of the El ephant Head trail head.

Those visual inpacts were classified as
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noder at e, because the current views fromthese hones and
the trail head are generally of natural | andscape towards
the Santa Rita Muntains, and the alternative route woul d
pl ace structures in between the observers and the
nmount ai ns, interrupting those views. And, as |'ve

menti oned a nunber of tines, preserving the views towards
the Santa Rita Mobuntains fromthe residential areas was
the nost common concern that was rai sed by the conmmunity.

Now, within the 500-foot-w de siting
corridor requested for the alternative route, 37 percent
of it has been surveyed previously for cultural
resources. Those previous surveys identified nine known
cultural resource sites. O those, one is listed on the
Nat i onal Regi ster of Historic Places and that's the sane
one as with respect to the preferred route being the
Canoa Ranch Historic District and | andscape. Seven of
those were eligible for listing on the National Register
of Hi storic Places, and there was one site that's
eligibility was unknown. So we, again, we treated that
as being eligible for purposes of our analysis.

Now, al so, as | nentioned yesterday during
my testinony, in our discussions, consultation wth SHPO
t hey expressed a preference for this alternative route
over the preferred route, froma cultural resources
per spective, because it would place the line further from
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known cultural resources that are included as part of the
Canoa Ranch historic |andscaping district. 1'll bypass
the virtual tour of the alternative route, unless you
want to see it again?

CHWN STAFFORD: No, thank you.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. W won't take that
personally. So, in summary, slide 55 is a side-by-side
summary conpari son of the preferred and alternative
routes, with respect to the factors that | just
described. So this conparison is also included on your
pl acemats. It uses green smley faces to illustrate the
factors that are not a concern or would have little
inmpact. It has a yellow neh face to illustrate a
noderate concern or inpact. And a red frownie face to
indicate a |l arger inpact or concern. So froma |and use
per spective --

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: This is a question, really,
for you, I think, to answer. 1In the final application
are we considering granting one or the other, that is,
the preferred or the alternative or are we planning to
consi der both and, at their choice, depending on |ater
engi neering i ssues?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think we can
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approach that a couple different ways. M understandi ng
of the ask is that the applicant is seeking one or the
ot her, not both. | nmean, we've approved these projects
where we grant thema certificate to build in either/or

| ocation, just not both, or we -- we've had applications
where they cone to us with alternatives where we say

we' ve sel ected one and you can build that one al one.

Sol think I'll ask the applicant again,
was their ask for one or the other or did they want to
have both approved to be able to build one or the other
later? I'mnore inclined just to pick a route, approve
that route, and then et themgo and build that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch. That
would help clarify in ny mind that we will | ook either at
the preferred or at the alternative as one or the other
not either/or.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Ancharski ?

MR, ANCHARSKI : Yes, M. Chairman and
M. Kryder. M. Chairnman's understandi ng was correct.
We are | ooking for one or another. |'m seeing yeses from
M. Bryner. It would be one or the other. Although
don't necessarily think we'd be opposed to a condition
that, you know, would allow, in the alternative, to
construct the second one, but | do believe the prinary
request was one or the other.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. Let ne continue --

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch.

MR BRYNER So I'll continue along with
this route conparison summary. So froma | and use
per spective both of themreceived the yell ow neh faces.
Now, as you heard fromM. Otiz y Pino, froma pl anned
| and use perspective, both are conpliant with all
exi sting plans. The reason we gave themthis is because
t hey both go through the Canoa Ranch conservation area
that does require us to work with the County to renove a
pi ece of that fromthose restricted covenants. And so
it'"s just -- it's a land use that we need to work
t hr ough.

CHWN STAFFORD: But that's for either --
ei t her one?

MR BRYNER: Correct. And so that's why
they're both rated the sane. It's not really a
di sti ngui shing factor.

CHWN STAFFORD: And then for the cul tural
resources portion, it seens that you said that SHPO
preferred the alternate route because of the proximty of
the line. And |I'massuming that's running along the
Canoa Ranch County Conservation Park, that's where the
cul tural resources they were concerned about were?
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MR. BRYNER: Yeah, so if you were to | ook
at a map of the cultural resources, a |lot of those site
boundari es end at the edge of the conservation park,
because that's where the surveys ended. Now, in
actuality, do those sites actually end there? Probably
not. W don't know that yet because we haven't conpleted
addi ti onal surveys. Once we conplete additional surveys,
we'll find out just where the edges are and also in a
ot of those -- for a ot of those sites, it's not |ike
the entire area is covered with artifacts or cultural
resources. |In nost cases, you're able to within that
site boundary even work around it with placenent of our
structures.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And then plus
al so at that -- along that edge of the conservation park
is you' re also able to site the line on the east side of
that road as well?

MR. BRYNER: That's the flexibility we're
requesti ng, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: So then, just assum ng that
the cultural resources go all the way up to the edge, the
border of the -- you know, to the -- let's say beyond the
border of the County reservation [sic] park to -- into
the road easenent, all the way up to where the road
exists, I'"'massumng there's not -- if there were
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cultural resources where the road is now then that's --

they' ve been either lost or mtigated or recorded or

somet hi ng because the road's there. And then -- then the
other -- it's doubtful that the other side has the sane
cul tural resources because part -- a big chunk of that is

private land that's been devel oped, right?

MR. BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So it seens that
despite the concerns of SHPO about their preference for
the alternative route to avoid that, it seens to ne that
al ong that portion of the route it's -- any inpact on
cul tural resources could be adequately mti gated.

MR BRYNER Correct. And | think
for -- froma direct inpact to cultural resource sites,
think we're fairly confident we'll be able to mtigate
t hat through avoi dance, because we can shift our poles
north or south, kind of along that, and within that
500-f oot corridor to avoid. One of their primry
concerns is not the direct inpact, but the visual inpact
to the | andscape as a whole. But we shared with themthe
visual -- the visual simulation fromKey CObservation
Point 4, | believe it is, fromthe historic Canoa Ranch,
| ooki ng over that area. And when they saw that their
concerns were | essened. Nonetheless, they didn't want to
make a determnation, and | think it would be premature
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of any of us to nake a determ nation on those inpacts
barring further consultation with them wth tribes, and
under st andi ng what that | andscape is.

And then if there is mtigation that would
be required, as a conpany we woul d follow that
mtigation. Wether that was perform ng an oral history
of the area, whether it was data recovery, that's sort of
the last-ditch thing, it's the nbost expensive, the nost
intrusive, if that were required. There m ght be other
mtigation that could be possible. You know, there were
sone exi sting structures on the Canoa Ranch, there m ght
be possibilities to renove sone of those structures from
that | andscape, different creative solutions that | think
coul d be discussed during consultation to mtigate those
concer ns.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Now, refresh ny
nmenory. From one of those stops along the tour, we
| ooked out and you can see the existing line, but we're
ki nd of |ooking down on it and the structures blended in
pretty well. Which stop was that?

MR BRYNER | think it was our Pause
Number 3.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pause Nunmber 3. Right. |
think that was it. Because we're up near the side of the
hi ghway, or the 19, | ooking east, south, |ooking over the
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entire reservation park and the lines -- the existing
lines off in the distance, and it would seem
pretty -- with the weathered poles and the -- because

t hey' re against the setting of the | andscape and they

didn't stand out, they were -- since you were | ooking
down on it, it was just the ground wasn't -- the sky
was -- highlighted their existence.

MR BRYNER  That's correct. And even from
t he Canoa Ranch, so our Stop 2 that we nade on the field
visit, while it's not as apparent as that Pause 3,
| ooki ng down, just the alluvial fan comng off of the
Santa Rita Mountains rises gently to the east, and so it
provi des a backdrop for all of those poles. So, again,
that weathering steel pole really blends in well when it
has a natural backdrop behind it.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's -- that seened
to kind of, for SHPO | essen their concerns, are those
the views that you're tal king about that they saw?

MR BRYNER  That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. That makes sense.

BY MR ANCHARSKI

Q M. Bryner, while we're still on the cultural
resources, on this chart here there is an asteri sk next
to both the smley faces and at the bottomit shows after
mtigation. You talked a little bit about this wth the
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Chai rman, but can you just please explain the smley face
and what that asterisk is neant to enphasi ze?

A (MR BRYNER) Sure.

So, again, froma cultural resources standpoint
we' ve expl ained pretty clearly through our discussions
that there are concerns froma cultural resources
standpoint. But, as a conpany, through, you know,
pl acement of our poles, through use of the weathering
steel that blends in with this background, we feel that
t hose i npacts can be mtigated. Again, this is -- this
is our opinion, in consultation with SHPO and the tri bes,
they may be of a different opinion.

Q And, M. Bryner, one of the CEC conditions that
is fairly standard at this point, but we've al so proposed
in UNS-15 is consul- -- continued consultation with SHPG
is that correct?

A (MR BRYNER) That's correct.

Q Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

| believe you were at proximty to hones,
al though I think you may have touched on a few

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, | junped ahead a
little bit there.

MR BRYNER And that's totally fine.
Maybe ' Il just kind of junp around to distinguishing
factors because many of themare simlar for the
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preferred and the alternative route. So when you | ook at
the residential visual inpact, we discussed kind of why
the alternative route gets the frowie face it's because
it places structures in between hones and the nountain
views that are not there today.

For the -- for the preferred route, while,
as we di scussed, fromthe Canoa Ranch and The Spri ngs
nei ghbor hood while it does technically put sone
structures between hones and those nountains, there's
structures there today.

So |l ess of a concern. And then froma
constructability standpoint, the reason why that
alternative route got that | ower score or the neh face is
because it will require that we build the new |Iine under
the existing 138-kV line while it's energized. So we can
do that but it's just nore challenging, so that's the
factor that distinguished that. Froma line |length
per spective, obviously, the alternative route is |onger,
so it gets a sad face. And froma |line cost standpoint,
because it's longer, it costs nore. And so it gets a
| ower score.

You may al so be wondering why a sad face
versus neh face on that. Wen we did this, we were
actually conparing it against five route alternatives
that we were considering. And so from an overal
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per specti ve anongst those five routes, which we'll talk
about here in a few mnutes, the alternative route was
actually the longest of all of them

CHWN STAFFORD: Then on the cost, how cone
it isn'"t a sad face and a neh face instead of a smley
face and a neh face?

MR. BRYNER: So, yeah, again, it could have
gone either way. Relatively speaking, the alternative
route is | ess preferable than the preferred.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Al'l other conditions being equal,
geographically, so to speak, does the cost of the
transm ssion line increase on a |linear basis the | onger
it gets or are there efficiencies if the transm ssion
line's shorter or |onger?

MR BRYNER:. Well, certainly you have fi xed
costs with any construction project, you know, to get
crews, get equipnent, everything out there that are going
to be -- whether it's one structure or whether it's a
hundred structures. So those are going to be fixed.

But, in general, you can say the longer it is, it's going
to cost nore, just because you have nore naterials, nore
| abor, all those things. But there are efficiencies
where your costs per structure m ght cone down.
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MEMBER FANT: So nore or |less linear?
MR, BRYNER  Yes.
MEMBER FANT: Okay. Thank you.

BY MR ANCHARSKI

Q M. Bryner, is it also true that another
characteristic that could change the cost is |Iand
ownership, the need to acquire |l and or use existing
ri ght-of-ways, that could also be a factor?

A (MR BRYNER) Thank you for the pronpt. And yes,
that is a major factor as well. Different -- we have
franchi se agreenents with Pima County, so we can be
| ocated within their right-of-way. Arizona State Trust
Land, they're going to have different rates for securing
| eases. Private land, we're going to secure private |and
easenents, which will generally market value. There's
all those factors that go into it as well, in addition to
your construction costs.

So but, in general, really, we selected the
preferred route over the alternative primarily because it
was the shortest, the |east cost, and overall, it had the
hi ghest environnental conpatibility.

BY MR ANCHARSKI
Q Al right. Wth that we're ready to start our

third panel. So I"'mgoing to ask Ms. Adriana Marifez to
join M. Bryner to lead this panel. W don't need to
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swear Ms. Marifez in. She was sworn in yesterday
afternoon, but | will go through a few questions and then
"1l et her explain her background and experti se.
So, Ms. Mariifez, will you please state your nane

and busi ness address for the record?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Adriana Marifiez, 88 East Broadway,
Tucson, Arizona.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed and i n what
capacity?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) Tucson El ectric Power and
Uni Source Energy Services as the senior siting outreach
and engagenent project nanager.

Q And what's your role in this matter?

A. (MB. MARINEZ) | assisted M. Bryner with the
public outreach and engagenent.

Q Pl ease turn to Exhibit UNS-5, which is the
testi nmony summary of Adriana Mari fiez.

Was Exhi bit UNS-5 prepared by you or under your

direction and control ?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q Are the contents true and correct, to the best
of your know edge?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) VYes.

Q And do you have any changes you would like to
make to UNS-5?
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A. (MB. MARI NEZ) No.
Q All right. 1'"mjust going to ask you to provide
sone additional details on your background and experti se.
A (M5. MARINEZ) So | have a bachelor of arts in
political science fromthe University of Arizona and a
master's of adm nistration in public managenent from
Northern Arizona University. | have 10 years of
experience in the electric utility industry and two and a
hal f years have been in this role. And ny background is
nostly in public policy and governnent and conmunity
relations. Prior to working for the conpany, | worked
for the Gty of Tucson Cty Manager's Ofice, and |
wor ked for a local public involvenent firm

Q All right. Thank you.

And I'"mgoing to ask M. Bryner to junp back in.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. So as a conpany, you've seen
this -- this or a simlar slide to this certainly before
i n other cases we've brought before you, but we follow a
conmpr ehensive siting process, that's integrated with
robust public and stakehol der outreach and engagenent
that allows us to | earn about community val ues specific
to that project, and it allows us to |l et those val ues
shape the siting of the project. And, ultimately, the
transm ssion line route or routes that we propose in our
CEC application.
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That approach, which is shown on slide 58 in a
basic format, is what we followed to develop the two
route alternatives that are under consideration in this
hearing. So Ms. Marifiez and | will walk you through each
phase of this process, including what we did, and what we
| ear ned through outreach and engagenent efforts at each
st age.

So the first phase of the siting process we call
our pre-analysis phase. During this phase we conducted
field visits, perfornmed high-1evel desktop analysis so
that we could characterize the area and then we | ooked at
the project end points. 1In this case, the Canoa Ranch
and Kantor Substations, along with high-1evel
opportunities for a transmssion line, and we defined the
boundaries of the siting study area.

The siting study area, which is illustrated with
a black line and highlighted in the map on slide 59
represents the area within which a route for the proposed
transm ssion line would be considered. Then within the
siting study area the internal project teamidentified
opportunities. These represented areas where it would
make the nost sense to construct the new transm ssion
line that included things like co-location with other
major utility lines locating it along major roads within
devel oped areas, allow ng essentially any road within
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undevel oped areas along railroads and al ong | arge
property boundaries. So those opportunities that we
identified are illustrated in the green lines on the map
on slide 60.

At the sane tine, we also | ooked at constraints
to constructing a transm ssion line. So a constraint
doesn't necessarily nean we can't build there, it just
means there's sone type of a challenge that will nmake it
nore conpl i cat ed.

So the constraints that we identified are
illTustrated with red lines and red hatching on the map on
slide 61. So those constraints included things |ike
residential areas, the Pima County sensitive |ands. They
al so included railroads and interstate hi ghways, which
al so were noted as opportunities on the prior map, and
that's just because when you work within the railroad
ri ghts-of-way or interstate highway rights-of-way, you
have some ot her restrictions that you need to work within
to make sure that those primary uses are left intact.

So these opportunities and constraints were then
shared with our stakeholders and the public for their
review and an opportunity for themto add additi onal

opportunities and constraints.

Q Ms. Marifez -- I'msorry, M. Chairnman, were you
going to --
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CHWN STAFFORD: No, no, please question
your W tness.
MR, ANCHARSKI : Thank you.

Q Ms. Marifiez, before we nove on to this slide or
go through this slide, would you please turn to Exhibit
UNS-9, which is the summary of public outreach conduct ed
W th respect to this project for all phases of outreach
and engagenent.

Have you seen this docunent before?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) VYes.

Q And was this prepared by you or under your
direction and control ?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.

Q And was this docunent provided in response to
t he Chairman's procedural order, specifically paragraph
167?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) VYes.

Q And does this summary accurately convey the
public outreach perforned by UNSE that you're about to
wal k through in this matter?

A (M5. MARINEZ) It does.

Q And does Exhibit UNS-9 contain the updates found
in the notice of errata, which has been marked as UNS- 21
t hat was di scussed at the begi nning of the hearing?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes.
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Q All right. Please continue.

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) For our first round of outreach
and engagenent, we solicited feedback on the study area
and opportunities and constraints. W sent nailers to
4,500 recipients. This included property owners,
resi dents, businesses, agencies, tribal comunities, and
other interested parties.

We al so placed flyers and street signage in
high-traffic areas and because of close proximty to the
Mexi can border, we al so placed Spani sh radi o ads.

As is customary, we placed ads in |ocal
newspapers and used geo-targeted Facebook and I nstagram
ads. W also had English and Spani sh websites wth
proj ect maps, updates, nmaterials, an online coment form
anong ot her resources.

Early in the project, we identified 60 agency
partners that included |ocal, state, and federal
agencies, other utilities, and the business comunity.
And we held our first agency briefing in April of 2024,
and we had 11 participants. W also held -- for each
round of outreach we held two public neetings, one in the
nmorning in Green Valley and one in the evening i n Anmado.

And we did this because we had partnered early

on with the Geen Valley Council. The Green Valley
Council is a local civic advocacy group, and we wanted to
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know how best to reach the comunity. Because it is a
retirement community, they recommended that we have a
nmorni ng neeting and that it be presentation style. So we
did just that for the Geen Valley community. Although
our neetings were open to anyone within the study area.
For our first nmorning neeting in Geen Valley, we had 20
participants and we had 18 participants at our evening
nmeet i ng.

Also early on in the project, we identified
el ected officials with jurisdiction within the project
study area, and we notified them of the project through
regul ar email updates and we offered individual
briefings.

We did neet early on with Nathalia Untiveros,
with Governor Hobbs's Southern Arizona office,
Representati ve Stephanie Stahl Ham lton of the Arizona
House of Representatives and Supervi sor Bruce Bracker of
the Santa CGruz County Board of Supervisors.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ms. Marifiez, | read with a
great deal of interest reading through the process and,
as you know, | was at both of those neetings since |I'ma
resident out in Geen Valley. And it's a great deal of
I nterest how ny nei ghbors responded to you all. And then
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| ooking at the various nodels that were built -- I'm
trying to keep in the mcrophone here -- where you | ooked
at all of the different factors, existing plans,

bi ol ogi cal resources, noise and conmuni cati on, scenic and
cul tural resources, total environnment, construction and
mai nt enance, and outreach.

And | saw, then, how these were weighted so
that you would conme up with what did we start off with --
or what did you start off with, 100 and so many different
options, and finally narrowed it down so that we ended up
wth the two total routes that we've got before us today.

My question gets down to the criteria 7,
that's the one, the outreach, which had a 10 percent
weight in the total analysis. Howis that -- did you
count the nunber of conplaints or did you count the
nunber of smley faces or how do you conme up with we're
going to give this one a 7 out of 10 percent, and this
one a 2 out of 10 percent? Just help nme put together
what | ooks, fromthe outside, |like a very subjective
thing being put in a very objective tenpl ate.

MS. MARI NEZ: Menber Kryder, |'mgoing to
ask M. Bryner to cover that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Speak into the m crophone a
little closer. There you go.

MS. MARINEZ: |'mgoing to ask M. Bryner
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to cover that.

MEMBER KRYDER Ch. Okay. G eat.

VMR, BRYNER: Menber Kryder, first of all, |
want to thank you for giving ny testinony for ne. But,
no, so that's a great question about the -- how we did
that. So when we were | ooking at the public feedback, it
wasn't specific to those segnents that we were | ooking
at, it was specific to those other nodels that you
menti oned, the |and use, the visual inpacts, things |ike
that. And so | ooking at comments that were specific to
t hose factors or those concerns, and so if the public
had -- so for one, for instance, viewsheds towards the
mount ai ns fromresidential areas, nunber one concern. So
when we | ooked at providing public weight to those, then
t hose recei ved an added neasure and the 10 percent
wei ght, it depended on the nodel you were |ooking at, so
t he nodel that was based on -- on public preference, it
| ooked at visual inpacts and it weighted those, |I'd have
to |l ook for sure, but sonewhere |ike 50 percent. So 50
percent of the nodel weight was based on vi ewshed
i mpacts. So that -- that's how we took into
consi deration that public feedback.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very much. |
guess | was putting it into ny own experience. | think
that's howreally all of us function. W take our own
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experience and try put it together with the tenpl ates
that y'all are giving us. Many years ago | was a

cl assroom teacher and, as we know as parents and those
who have been teachers, you al ways have that
parent -t eacher conference thing. And if you happen to be
t he teacher, and you happen to have Johnny or Mary or
whoever it mght be and their parents cone in and you' ve
got one who is just super irate with you, and has sone

|l egitimate conpl aints, as conpared to another parent who
al so has legitimate conplaints, but is not so boisterous
about it.

The tendency, quite frankly, on the teacher
was to give nore weight to the loud nouth than it was to
the gentl eman or the gentle person. And | say that,
havi ng done that, and | ooking at your nodels, as | read
t hrough them being concerned about how to sort out the
problem fromthe volune that the person has turned up on
it. And if you do that well, | take ny hat off to you,
and it's -- can you give ne just a little bit nore on how
do you sort out the bad boy fromthe | oud nouth?

MR. BRYNER: So thank you, Menber Kryder,
for pointing out the nost chall engi ng part about public
engagenent. So, yeah, obviously, you have your | oud
voices that if you're in a room you m ght have one or
two people of a certain opinion that drown out everyone
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else. W really try to do our best to say it doesn't
matter what the volune is, they are a concern and their
concern is as inmportant as the concern of that person who
sinply wote their coment down on a piece of paper and
handed it to us. But it's -- it's challenging to not

gi ve added weight to those | oud voices who take, you
know, say, 90 percent of your tine to address their

concer ns.

But, again, it's not a vote in our m nds,
you know, a lot of tines you'll get formletters and
things like that sent in to you, and they all say the
exact sane thing. That's great, we're not tallying those
up. It's really an overall sentinent that we coll ect
fromthe comunity in trying to gauge where's the
community at, what are their concerns. And trying to
bring the volunme down fromthose | oud ones so that it's
on equal footing as with the others. Again, it's an
I nperfect science. W do our best, but I won't say that
we've got it figured out.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch. And,
actually, to ny colleagues on the commttee and to the
others here, | saw the nenbers of you and your team
really do a great job in both of the public neetings that
| was there. There were sone people who were pretty edgy
and you seened to -- you all seened to have handl ed them
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very well. And | thank you for it.

MR. BRYNER: Thank you. W appreciate
t hat .
BY MR ANCHARSKI

Q And, M. Bryner and, | guess, Ms. Mariifez, as
well, the process we're about to walk through is really
an attenpt to clarify kind of the problemthat M. Kryder
just pointed out; is that correct?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) VYes.

Q And | will also point out or |I guess ask
Ms. Marifiez and M. Bryner the suitability anal ysis that
Menber Kryder was referring to is on an upcom ng sli de,
and you'll go through that in further detail; is that
al so correct?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) VYes.

A (MR BRYNER) But if Menber Kryder wants to do it
for us, we'll gladly oblige.

Q It sounds |ike he did his reading, so he'll get
a gold star for the day.

All right. Please continue.

A (M5. MARINEZ) So at our first public nmeeting in
Geen Valley, we heard fromresidents fromthe Canoa
Canyon Est ates nei ghborhood. And Canoa Canyon Estates is
| ocated directly west of Canoa Ranch Substation and west
of 1-19. And the reason they wanted to neet on-site was
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that -- or they asked for a neeting on-site and we did
oblige after that norning neeting was that they wanted us
to see Duval Waterline Road for ourselves.

We had identified Duval Waterline Road as an
opportunity. And along Duval Waterline Road is an
existing transmssion line or there is an existing
transm ssion line along that road. |It's double-circuited
and that line serves the mne, the Sierrita mne, which
is just west of that neighborhood. And the line is very
close to hones already. And there's very little to no
roomfor an additional line. And they wanted us to see
that, so we did. And that opportunity was |ater renoved
from consi derati on.

We al so, as a result of our first agency
briefing, we heard fromPinma County that they wanted to
share the restrictive covenants that were tied to the
conservation park, and so that really kicked off our
col l aboration with Pima County to | ook into nodifying
those restrictive covenants. W received 35 comments
during this round of outreach. And inportant factors
i ncl uded nountain views, as we've discussed, property
val ues, cost, plant and wildlife, and recreation. So as
a result of all of this outreach and engagenent, we -- we
knew that the restrictive covenants woul d be chal |l engi ng
to nodify, that they would take tine, and that that was
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worth exploring and we also didn't want to put all of our
eggs in one basket, so we wanted to | ook at other -- and
we knew we wanted to | ook at other interconnection
options as well. And so that's what we did. At this
point we really hit pause and we restarted our phase 1
siting and outreach process.

A (MR, BRYNER) Yeah, so as Ms. Marifez stated, so
we worked with the County for about a year before we did
this, and we did other research on other places that we
m ght be able to interconnect the project, apart fromthe
Canoa Ranch Substation. And so as a result of this, we
wanted to expand the study area and add sone additi onal
I nterconnection options for the project. And since this
project is -- or since our process is a planning process,
it's intended to be iterative, which neans that, hey, if
we | earn sonething along the way that changes an earlier
prem se that we were operating under that we can return
to an earlier step in the process and repeat it. And so
that's exactly what we did. Since we were in the first
phase of the process here, we noved along a little bit,
we returned back to the very begi nning.

So this is not Goundhog Day, but again, we
conducted field visits, we conducted a hi gh-1evel desktop
analysis so that we could characterize this new study
area. W added the interconnection options, various
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I nterconnection options. Let ne point those out. So we
added an i nterconnection option near the town of
Sahuari t a.

We al so added in the possibility of
i nterconnecting at our existing Green Valley Substation,
and we added in a potential interconnection option with a
new switchyard west of Interstate 19. And the area that
Ms. Marifiez was di scussi ng where those residents were
concerned about the existing line was right in this area,
so it was west of that area on | and owned by
Freeport - McMRan.

So as a result of the siting -- or as a result
of this, we expanded the siting study area substantially
to the area that's outlined in black and highlighted in
slide 65. And then, again, the internal project team
identified opportunities within this expanded siting
study area where it m ght nake sense to construct a new
transm ssion line. And so those opportunities are
identified in green on the map on slide 66.

And, again, we identified constraints to
constructing a transm ssion line so those, again, are
shown in the red lines and red hatching in the nap on
slide 67.

A. (M5. MARI NEZ) So our objective for this phase 1
reboot was to solicit feedback on the newy expanded
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study area and newy identified opportunities and
constraints and prelimnary segnents. And we notified
the public through simlar nethods listed here on slide
68. Only this tine our mailing list was nmuch larger. W
now had 17,000 recipients instead of the 4,500 since we
were dealing with a nmuch | arger study area. And this
time around, since we had started to collect enmuil
addresses, we al so sent enmail updates to those who had
opted in for -- for updates. And everything listed here,
by the way, on slide 68 with the asterisks was done by --
in both English and Spani sh.

In early 2025, we also nmet with the four
southern tribes, the four southern tribes is nmade up of
t he Tohono O odham Nation, Salt River Pinma Maricopa
| ndi an Community, Gla River Indian Community, and
Ak- Chin Indian Community. And that neeting was done as a
recommendation that we received fromthe SHPO W al so
hel d our agency briefing, which was attended by 19
participants, and then we had our norning neeting in
Green Valley attended by 47 and our evening neeting in
Amado attended by 17.

At this stage, we also sent an infornal
consultation letter to tribal communities with ancestral
affiliation wwthin the study area. And we were able to
brief the Ft. MDowel | Yavapai Nation on March 19t h of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 252 VOLUME Il 11/04/2025 219

2025. W had al so continued our notifications to the
el ected officials and their staff, and we were able to
brief Mayor Jorge Mal donado fromthe City of Nogal es and
Bet h Borozan with Supervisor Steve Christy's office with
Pi ma County.

We al so offered -- we regularly offered neetings
w t h nei ghborhoods within the study area, and at this
tinme we had net wwth The Springs at their regul ar
nmeeting. And at the tinme we were exploring the option,
and | think you' ve probably heard this or seen it in the
comments but we were exploring the option of potentially
usi ng the sout hern boundary of that nei ghborhood as a
potential corridor for the transmssion line so that we
could avoid putting the line along that -- along the
conservation park

And we heard fromthe community, and they were
very much opposed to the idea. They very nuch val ue
their nature wal king path, which you got to see this
norning at the tour, and their dog park. And so we did
listen to those concerns, and | think sone of you heard
Bruce Gieshaber -- | believe that's right. Bruce is the
president to The Springs, and he relayed this norning
t hat he and the nei ghborhood, they're very happy with the
result.

It is now part of our proposal to go on the
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south of the substation and then east, heading east with
either the preferred or alternative route and m nim ze

i mpacts to the views to the Santa Ritas. The comments we
received at this point, we received many nore comments
because this was a | arger study area, but they very nuch
mrrored the comments that we had heard during the first
phase of outreach.

So as a result, we continued our coll aboration
wth Pima County and we continued to assess the viability
of the other interconnection options that M. Bryner had
menti oned, including the substation in Sahuarita, and the
Green Valley Substation in G een Vall ey.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. So during the -- that round
of public and stakehol der outreach that we conducted that
Ms. Marifez just went over, in addition to sharing the
opportunities and constraints that | showed on previous
slides, we also showed a draft version of our prelimnary
segnents, which are shown in orange on slide 70. So
those were shown to the public and stakehol ders. And
they were able to comment on additional opportunities
t hat m ght beconme segnents for consideration in our
siting process.

So the way we devel op these prelimnary segnents
iIs they cone directly fromopportunities. So we see
there's an opportunity, there's a place that it m ght
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make sense to put a transmission |ine, and then one of
our engi neers | ooks at that and says, "Can | build a
transm ssion line here?," if they say, yes, it can be
done reasonably then it becones a prelimnary segnent,
that will then be subject to further scrutiny and
analysis at later steps in our process. |f they say no,
then it's elimnated.

So these segnents, again, they're sinply
sections of a line that could be a pieced together or
conbined to forma full route between point A and point
B. So the result of our -- the first phase of our siting
process was the identification of 177 prelimnary
segnent s.

Phase 2 of the siting process consisted of
gat hering data so both spacial data as well as witten
data through reports and things |like that that we woul d
use for a basis for further analysis of those prelimnary
segnents. And now to tag onto what Menber Kryder already
shared about phase 3 on our suitability assessnent, we
created eight different criteria nodels using geographic
information systenms, or GS, to represent spati al
evaluation criteria. So that existed or that included
exi sting plans, biological resources, noise and
communi cation, cultural and historic resources, visual
resources, total environnent, existing and future
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residential properties and construction and mai nt enance.

So the maps on slide 72, shown on the screen are

pretty small, but details of this analysis can be found
in Appendi x B of the siting study, which is part of
Exhibit B to our CEC application.

Q M. Bryner, for the record, is that page 78 of
the application? Subject to check.

A (MR, BRYNER) Yeah, | have in ny notes 77,

t her eabout s.

Q The cover page is 77, yes.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. So each of those criteria
nodel s, so renenber there were eight criteria nodels that
were created, they were conbi ned and wei ght ed
differently, as Menber Kryder indicated, to create four
separate conposite suitability nodels. So each of these
nodel s represents a different perspective to evaluate
t hose factors that were nost inportant to you.

So we created one nodel that was bal anced, in
ot her words, every criteria nodel was equal ly wei ght ed.
We created one nodel that was sl anted towards
constructability. One that gave extra weight to
environnental factors. And a fourth nodel that wei ghed
the criteria that had been expressed by the public and
st akehol ders to be of primary inportance.

So the 177 prelimnary segnents that we
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identified during phase 1 were then eval uated t hrough
each of these nodels. As a result, 106 of those segnents
with lower suitability were renoved from further
consideration in the siting study. These elim nated
segnents are shown in the red dash lines on slide 74, and
that resulted in 71 segnments that were carried forward
for detailed evaluation. And those segnents are shown in
orange on the nap.

It's also inportant to note that we elimnated
two of the potential interconnection options. So we
elimnated the one that was furthest north within the
town of Sahuarita, as well as the existing Geen Valley
Substation. Both of those interconnection points would
have added substantial cost to the project and woul d have
resulted in greater community and environnental inpact,
and just sinply due to their |ength.

I n addition, we'd nade substantial progress in
our discussions wiwth Pima County and we felt |ike we were
on a path forward to finding a way to use the Canoa Ranch
Subst at i on.

A (M5. MARI NEZ) So our objective for this phase 3
of our siting study, outreach and engagenent, was to
solicit feedback on the suitability assessnent and
refined segnments. And we used simlar notification
met hods to what we had used in previous rounds. And we
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had our agency neeting, which was attended by 22
participants, and then we had our norning G een Valley
nmeeting attended by 64, and our eveni ng Amado neeti ng
attended by 6.

We continued our collaboration with Pima County,
and we al so began col | aborating with other |arge property
owners in the area. And the public coments were simlar
to what we had heard before, only this tine there was a
strong desire for a west side option. One of the |large
property owners that we had spoken to was
Freeport-MMRan, or FM, and that is when we were able
to offer this FM interconnection option, which
M. Bryner's just described. W were also able to
elimnate the alternative substation | ocations, which he
al so just cover ed.

CHWN STAFFORD: FM .

MR, BRYNER  Freeport-MMRan, |Inc.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR. BRYNER. Ckay. So Phase 4 was a
detail ed anal ysis that we conducted by subject natter
experts who reviewed each of the 71 route segnents t hat
were still under consideration, with respect to
evaluation criteria that we had devel oped t hrough our
public outreach and engagenent process to reflect
community values. So subject matter experts included a
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| and use planner, a wildlife biologist, a |landscape
architect, an archaeol ogi st, an environnmental planner, a
comruni cati ons engi neer, a system operator, transm ssion
and distribution engineers, a civil engineer, and a

ri ght - of -way agent.

The conpatibility analysis resulted in the
identification of five route alternatives and the
elimnation of 26 route segnents from further
consi deration. The elimnated segnents again are
illustrated in the map on slide 78, wth a red dashed
line. And the five alternative routes are illustrated
wth solid lines of differing colors.

So each of these routes were verified in
the field to confirmtheir viability and then we shared
them wi th stakehol ders and the public. Two of these
routes, routes 4 and 5, originated at that potential new
switchyard | ocation, west of Interstate 19. And the
other three routes designated as routes 1, 2, and 3 here,
originated at the existing Canoa Ranch Substati on.

MS. MARI NEZ: CQur objective for this final
round of outreach was to solicit feedback on the route
alternatives and we notified the public, as |isted here
on slide 79. W had 25 participants at our agency
briefing, and we had 130 participants at our G een Valley
nor ni ng neeting, and 15 participants at our eveni ng Anado
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neeting. W also offered a virtual option this tine,
because so many residents in G een Valley are seasonal,
we wanted to have a virtual option for them and we had
15 participants at that neeting.

We continued our collaboration with Pinma
County, and we heard fromthe public. W received 171
comments during this final round of outreach, and we
heard w despread opposition to an 1-19 route, or route 3,
and the west side options, which were routes 4 and 5.

At this point we had nmade significant
progress with the County to nodify the restrictive
covenants, and we were confortable with elimnating those
routes 3, 4, and 5. And we were able to sel ect our
preferred route for your consideration.

MR BRYNER Okay. So, as Ms. Mariiiez
shared, we received substantial opposition fromthe
public regarding route 3, which was | ocated adjacent --

I medi ately adjacent to Interstate 19 due to visual
concerns. You saw sone of those fromthat Pause 3 on our
tour. That route would have been | ocated imediately in
front of where we were at right there. And we also

recei ved substantial opposition to route 4, due to
proximty to hones. |In addition, routes 4 and 5 were
originating at that potential new switchyard, which would
have added significantly to the overall cost of the
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pr oj ect .

So as a result, due to higher costs, |ower
envi ronnental conpatibility, and public opposition,
routes 3, 4, and 5 were elimnated from consi derati on.
And the two renaining routes, what had then been known as
route 1 becane or alternative route and route 2 becane
our preferred route, which we carried forward in our CEC
appl i cation.

And, as was nentioned, route 2 was
identified as the preferred route, because generally
speaking, it was the shortest, it was the | owest cost.
And t hrough our evaluation, we found that it had the
hi ghest | evel of overall environnental conpatibility.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| just would like to, as an old electric
utility planner, old in several ways, | amvery inpressed
wth the process that you used. W' ve seen it before. |
read every single one of those comments. And it was very
clear that you guys paid attention to what people were
sayi ng and conbi ned that with what you knew you had to do
in order to cone up with routes that are the best. And
nmy conplinments. Thank you.

MR. BRYNER: Thank you, Menber Little.

| forgot | was supposed to talk. Actually,
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| think it's Ms. Mari fez.
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MS. MARI NEZ: So we received a handf ul

| etters of support for the project fromthe Cty of

Nogal es -- actually, fromthe mayor of the Gty of

Nogal es, the Nogal es Santa Cruz County Chanber of

Comerce, the chair of the Santa Cruz County Board of

Supervi sors, and the Chanber of Southern Arizona.

BY MR ANCHARSKI

of

228

Q And, Ms. Marifiez, are the letters of support you

just referenced found in Exhibits UNS-16 through 19?

A (M5. MARI NEZ) VYes.

Q Has UNSE recei ved any additiona

support since we filed the application?

A. (MB. MARI NEZ) Yes, we have.

| etters of

Q All right. Please turn to Exhibit UNS-22.

Are you there?

A (M5. MARINEZ) Yes. Could you repeat the

question?

Q Yes, | asked you to turn to Exhibit 22, but

pl ease explain what this exhibit is.

A (M5. MMRINEZ) It's a letter of support fromthe

Sout hern Ari zona Leadershi p Council.

Q Al right. And M. Chris Otiz y Pino is also

passi ng out sone additional exhibits,

turn to Exhibit 29 now, which is going to be one of the
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new exhi bits.
All right. And what is this exhibit?
A (M5. MMRINEZ) It's a letter of support fromthe
G eater Nogales Santa Cruz County Port Authority.
Q All right. And please turn to Exhibit 30,
UNS- 30.
All right. And what is this exhibit?
A. (M. MARINEZ) This is a letter of support from
t he Fresh Produce Associ ation of the Anericas.
Q Al right. Thank you.
M. Chairman, | believe our next set of slides
IS going to start getting into the | egal requirenents and
sone additional notice that we perforned. So if we want
to take a break, it mght be an okay tine and then we'l|l
junp back into that.
CHWN STAFFORD: It's like you're reading ny
m nd.
MR ANCHARSKI :  Excel |l ent.
CHWN STAFFORD: So let's take a probably a
15-m nute recess, and cone back wth the public notice
requi renments.
(Recessed from 3:20 p.m wuntil 3:44 p.m)
CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.
M. Ancharski, | believe we were about to
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cover the notice requirenents.
MR, ANCHARSKI: Yes, that's correct. So
"Il ask to turn to slide 84.

Q So now we're going to wal k through the |egal
notice pertaining to notice pertaining to notice and
related items, starting on slide 84 with the Ten- Year
Pl ans.

So, M. Bryner, would you please turn to UNS-11
whi ch has subparts A and B?

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q Are these excerpts from UNSE s Ten-Year Pl ans
from 2024 and 2025 listing this project?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, they are.

Q And did UNSE file these Ten-Year Pl ans as
requi red by ARS 40-360.02(a)?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, we did.

Q All right. Please to turn to Exhibit UNS-12A

Exhibit 12A is the Notice of Hearing in this
matter, dated Septenber 25th, correct?

A (MR. BRYNER) Correct.

Q All right. And turning to slide 85, as well as
Exhi bit UNS- 12B.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q Exhibit 12B is the proof of publication of the
Notice of Hearing in the Arizona Republic statew de
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edi tion, correct?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q And UNSE directed the publication of the Notice
of Hearing in the Arizona Republic?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q And the Arizona Republic is a newspaper of
general circulation in the project area?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it is.

Q And did UNSE publish notice twice in the Arizona
Republic on Septenber 25th and Septenber 26t h?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, we did.

Q And was that wthin the 10-day period after
Septenber 19th, the filing date of the application?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it was.

Q So turning to slide 86, as well as Exhibit
UNS- 12C.

CHWN STAFFORD: And those publication dates
were al so nore than 30 days and | ess than 60 days before
this date of hearing, correct?

MR BRYNER  That's correct.

BY MR ANCHARSKI :

Q And turning to Exhibit 12C, is that the proof of
publication of the notice of hearing in the Arizona Daily
Star?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.
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Q And UNSE directed the publication of the notice
in the Arizona Daily Star, correct?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q And is the Arizona Daily Star a newspaper of
general circulation in the project area?

A Yes.

Q And di d UNSE publish notice twice in the Arizona
Daily Star, once on Septenber 25th and once on
Sept enber 26t h?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, we did.

Q And was that within 10 days after the
Sept enber 19th, 2025, application filing?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it was.

Q All right. Please turn to slide 87. And al so
Exhi bit UNS-12D.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q s this proof of publication for the G een
Val | ey News showi ng that it was published on
Sept enber 28th, 20257?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it is.

Q And was notice published in the Geen Valley
News as a courtesy in this matter?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q Pl ease turn to Exhibit 12E and sli de 88.

All right. 1Is this the proof of publication for
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t he Nogal es International show ng that it was published
on Cctober 3rd, 20257

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q And was notice published in the Nogal es
| nternational as a courtesy as wel|?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it was.

Q All right. Please turn to Exhibit 12F as wel |
as slide 89.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

MR. ANCHARSKI: Can we hit slide 89,
pl ease? Thank you.

Q Is the proof -- is this the proof of publication
for the Arizona Bilingual Cctober edition?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q And was notice published in the Arizona
Bi |l ingual as a courtesy?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q And why did UNSE publish in five different
newspapers?

A (MR, BRYNER) W published in these five
newspapers, prinmarily, well, one we needed to neet the
statutory requirenent. But we published it in the Geen
Val | ey News, Nogal es International, and the Arizona
Bi | i ngual because we wanted to be consistent wth the
ways that we had provided adverti senent notification of
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our public neetings throughout our siting process.

Al so, the project is located within two
counties, Pima and Santa Cruz counties, and there's al so,
as we've discussed, there's a notabl e popul ation that
speaks Spani sh and we wanted to be able to reach themin
t hat | anguage as well.

Q All right. Please turn to slide 90.

Does this show that UNSE nuail ed copi es of the
CEC application to the |l ocations required by the
Chai rman' s Sept enber 25th Procedural Order for public
Vi ewi ng?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q And is this document found in Exhibit UNS-12G?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it is.

Q All right. Please turn to slide 91.

And what does this slide depict?

A (MR BRYNER) Slide 91 depicts where we put signs
notifying the public of this hearing, as well as sone of
those signs being installed and a representation of what
t hat sign contai ned?

Q And were the signs posted in the general
vicinity of where they were identified on this mp?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, they were.

Q And is a map of the sign |ocations narked as
Exhi bit UNS- 12H?
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A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q Do t he phot ographs of the signs confirmthat
noti ce was posted in conpliance with the Chairman's
Procedural Order?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, they do.

Q And did you have take those pictures or were
t hey taken at your control or direction?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q And were the signs posted at | east 20 days
before the hearing was set to begin, as required by the
Chai rman' s Sept enber 25th Procedural Order?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q Are the photos shown on this slide narked as
Exhi bit 12172

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, they are.

Q Ckay. So please turn to Exhibit 12J.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q Is this the exanple of the contents of the
notice sign that's also included on this slide?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q So turning to slide 92.

All right. Wat does this slide depict?

A (MR BRYNER) Slide 92 has graphics that show
adverti senents that were placed by the conpany through
Facebook and I nstagram so social nedia applications to
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adverti se about this hearing.

Q Did you -- oh --

A (MR BRYNER) Sorry, | was also going to nention
that the little map in the mddle of the slide shows the
area -- the geographic area for which we -- we pl aced
t hose advertisenents. So it was based on the center of
our project area, and then we went 11 mles to either
side so it covered, in general, fromthe town of
Sahuarita in the north to the town of Tubac in the south.

Q And did UNSE acquire the netrics for the
canpai gn that ran from Cct ober 27th to Novenber 2nd,
whi ch occurred after the filing of this exhibit?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, we did.

Q And pl ease turn to Exhibit UNS-23.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q And does this exhibit include the updated soci al
medi a netrics as of October 31st, 20257

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes, it does.

Q So these netrics aren't even fully conplete
necessarily, they were obtained before the weekend, which
woul d have included additional clicks and inpressions and
reach?

A (MR BRYNER) That's correct. The canpaign ran
t hrough the begi nning of the hearing.

Q Pl ease turn to slide 93.
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Does this depict proof that UNSE enuil ed copies
of the Notice of Hearing to the affected jurisdictions,
as required by the Chairnman's Septenber 25th Procedural
Order ?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes.

Q Are these found in Exhibit UNS-12K?

Sorry for junping?

A (MR BRYNER) Keeping ne on ny toes.

Yes, it's there.

Q All right. So please turn to slide 94, as well
as Exhi bit UNS-13, what does this depict?

A (MR BRYNER) This is the filing fee that
acconpanied our filing of the CEC application wth the
Cor por ati on Conm ssi on.

Q Did UNSE al so direct conmunications with the ACC
busi ness office confirm ng that UNSE woul d cover the
expenses related to this CEC hearing?

A (MR. BRYNER) Yes.

Q And pl ease turn to slide 95.

So, in addition to the legal notice that's
required by law, did UNSE perform additional outreach
regarding the hearing in this matter?

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, we did.

Q And before you wal k through the additi onal
heari ng provided, did UNSE receive additional public
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comments after the application was subm tted?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, we did.

Q And is a copy of those coments included as
Exhi bit UNS- 247

A (MR BRYNER) Yes, they are.

Q Pl ease continue with these next few slides,

t hen.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay. So, again, like | nentioned
on the -- so, like | nmentioned with respect to the
newspaper advertisenents, we published in those
addi ti onal newspapers consistent with the ways we
notified the public about our -- our various outreach
efforts and different phases of the siting process, we
wanted to be consistent.

And so one of the things we did then was to mil
out newsletters or postcards, letting all the residents,
| andowners within the vicinity of the project know
about -- about what was going on. So within our |arger
siting -- project siting area, we buffered that by one
ml e, and again, developed this mailing list of 17,000
pl us addresses. These are the sane that we use
t hroughout the siting study area and we nuil ed these
newsl etters.

And we built up a decent-sized enmail list from
peopl e who had attended public neetings or provided
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coment and expressed a desire to be -- for us to include
t hem t hr ough el ectroni ¢ communi cati ons through email, and
so on Septenber 19th, when we filed the application, we
sent out email to the nenbers of the public on that I|ist.
We al so sent an enmil to all of our stakeholder Ilists.
And we sent an email to elected officials, notifying them
that we had filed our application wth the Conm ssion.

And you may have seen a flyer up in the
restaurant we ate at today on our field tour. W placed
flyers throughout the project study area in areas where
the public frequented, and there was a pl ace avail abl e
for posting to just provide further notification of the
hearing. And consistent wth what we had done for
advertising at open houses, we placed an ad canpai gn on a
Spani sh radi o station broadcasting throughout Santa Cruz
County providing notification of this hearing in Spanish.

And, of course, we also placed notification of
the hearing on our project web page, in both English and
Spani sh, and provided the informati on on how to
participate in person or renptely in this hearing.

Q Al right. Thank you, M. Bryner.

Do you have any concl udi ng remarks you woul d

like to make at this tine?
A (MR BRYNER) | do. Thank you.
So just in conclusion, the Santa Cruz
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Reliability Project is needed. It provides benefits as a
stand-al one project to inprove the reliability of the

el ectrical service to our custoners -- to the custoners
of UNSE in Santa Cruz County, and it strengthens the
regional grid. These benefits, as we've discussed, are
nore fully realized when conpounded with phases 2 and 3
of the Santa Cruz Reliability Project.

Phase 1 alone will reduce the frequency and
duration of outages affecting residents, businesses, and
i ndustries, including hospitals, schools, ports of entry,
and federal facilities vital to international conmerce.
In addition, it will increase the inport capability of
the transm ssion systemthroughout the Santa Cruz R ver
vall ey, leading to a substantial increase in the
conpany's | oad-serving capability from 165 nmegawatts
today to 226 negawatts to neet both current and future
energy needs, w thout inpacting service to any of our
exi sting custoners. And, Oof course, not to be forgotten
addi ng a second transm ssion line will allow for
mai nt enance and upgrades to the existing line w thout
interrupting service to our custoners.

The | argest exanple of this is phase 2 of the
Santa Cruz Reliability Project. Were phase 1 will all ow
us to take a portion of the existing |ine between the
Nogal es tap and Kantor out of service so we can upgrade
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it while continuing to serve all of our custoners in
Santa Cruz County. As we've discussed, either the
preferred route or the alternative route would neet the
need and benefits of the project, and both of the
alternatives bal ance the need for an adequate econom cal
and reliable supply of electric power with the effects to
t he environnent and ecol ogy of the state.

Based on our analysis, we believe the preferred
route best mnimzes the inpacts to the environnental
factors that are considered by this commttee, but we do
acknow edge that there are tradeoffs between the two
route alternatives wth respect to different resources.
So primarily anongst those are visual and cul tural
resource inpacts.

Lastly, both routes under consideration are
consi stent with applicable | and use plans, policies, and
ordi nances. So UNSE respectfully requests that the
conmm ttee issue a CEC for the construction of the Santa
Cruz Reliability Project North.

Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Ancharski, | don't have

reference to Exhibit 20, the Corporation Conm ssion Staff

letter.
MR, ANCHARSKI : Yes, that's correct,
Chairman. | don't believe we had a specific slide on
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that, although, I mean, | think M. Bryner woul d be happy
to address that.

Q So if you would turn to Exhibit UNS-20.

A (MR BRYNER) Ckay.

Q Can you confirmthat's the Staff report we
received in this matter?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yes, it is.

Q And what was Staff's ultimate conclusion as it
related to this project?

A (MR BRYNER) So their ultimte concl usion was
that they believe that it would -- give ne one second to
actually just reviewit.

Q M. Bryner, I mght just ask you to read so
you're not putting words in Staff's nouth, just maybe the
first few sentences of the conclusions and
recommendations in that docunent.

A (MR BRYNER) So based on Staff's review of the
application, the applicant's responses to a Staff-issued
data request, as well as the anal yses perforned by UNSE,
Staff believes the proposed project could inprove the
reliability and safety of the grid and the delivery of
power in Arizona; however, since no SIS so that's a
System | npact Study, was provided to Staff, Staff
recommends the Power Plant and Line Siting Commttee
allocate sufficient tinme during the hearing to discuss
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the reliability and safety of the project, as well as
what anal ysis was perfornmed to ensure that the project
nost effectively neets the eight factors of Arizona

Revi sed Statute 40-360.06 over the several different ways
UNSE eval uated to provide an alternate source of power to
t he region.

Q M. Bryner, is that -- is Staff's concl usion,
consi stent with previous Staff reports that the conpany
has received or, | guess, the sister conpany, TEP as
well, as it relates to line siting matters, generally?

A (MR BRYNER) | would say it's an identical
response, wth the exception of their recomrendati on for
a System | npact Study, which | discussed that on slide 10
or 11. | know the studies that we did do. So we don't
do a System I npact Study for internal projects, that's
nore when there's an interconnector comng into our
system and we need to ensure that that will not have an
I npact on our system so to identify projects that are
internal to the conpany, we go through different planning
processes, which | discussed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, you had sone
questi ons?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, thank you,
M. Chair man.

| concur with what M. Bryner said as far
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as, generally speaking, the System I npact Studies are the
addition of the project that will interconnect wth the
utility. The utility's internal studies are as, if not
nmore, inclusive and conplete to determ ne the inpacts of
their internal upgrades. Can you maybe, M. Bryner, tel
us what studies are generally done on your systemas far
as voltage drop studies, transient stability studi es,
t hose kinds of studies, just to confirmthat they're
consistent with what a utility would do with a System
| npact St udy.

MR BRYNER So you're correct that we do
t hose studies that you nentioned as part of our annual
review, where we're going through that process, we call
it our budget study process, where we're | ooking at
what's going on on the systemand identifying projects
where we nay be deficient, and so then the results of
t hose studies cone out as projects that we need to do to
cl ear up any defi ci enci es.

So, inthis case, it was a little bit
di fferent because we weren't deficient necessarily on the
Santa Cruz Reliability System because it wasn't subject
to sone of that -- the NERC reliability requirenents, but
it was a known issue on the system and so we studied
potential solutions to identifying that, that result in
this project.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

Also, | would just like to, for the record
at this point in the hearing, reiterate that this project
has been included in regional studies and for the inpact
on the grid. And was also included in the nost recent
Bi enni al Transm ssi on Assessnent.

That's it for that.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: One second. Did you have
addi ti onal questi ons about the concerns that were raised
by M. WMagruder?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | did. |Is nowthe tine to
do that?

CHWN STAFFORD: | think soneone el se may
have a qui ck questi on.

Menber Mercer. And then you have a nunber
of questions on this front, don't you, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: A few, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer, your
question, you have one or two questions, not a list?

MEMBER MERCER  Two questi ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

MEMBER MERCER: | ki nd of wote things
down, because -- can you hear ne? Ckay. So, yes, | have
one -- one issue wth the -- with M. Mgruder's
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comments. And that was -- he nentioned that the
ratepayers may ultinately bear the cost of this project
t hrough increased rates. | understand that the United
States Departnent of Energy Gid Resilience and

| nnovati on Partnership, also known as the GRI P program
has selected this project to nove forward in it's first
round of review. Congratulations to the applicant on

t hat .

MR BRYNER  Thank you

MEMBER MERCER: And for the record and for
the benefit of ny commttee nenbers, the U. S. Depart nment
of Energy GRIP program was created under the bipartisan
infrastructure |aw, also known as |II1JA, to invest
approximately 10.5 billion for -- let nme see, fiscal year
2022 to 2026 towards grid resiliency, innovation, and
noder ni zat i on.

My question is, if the Departnent of Energy
grant is ultinmately awarded, woul d that federal funding
hel p of fset project costs and potentially reduce or avoid
rate increases for custoners?

MR BRYNER. It would certainly offset
project costs. To the extent that that would have an
i npact on rates, | can infer that, yes, it would, but I
don't know that vyet.

MEMBER MERCER: My second question is, it's
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ki nd of redundant, but would those savings directly
benefit ratepayers in Santa Cruz and Pima Counties? And
how woul d that be reflected in future rate filings wth
t he Conmm ssi on?

MR BRYNER So it would benefit custoners
in Santa Cruz County because they're custoners of UNS
El ectric. | don't believe it would have any i npact on
any of our custoners in Pima County, who would be
custonmers of Tucson El ectric.

MEMBER MERCER: Ckay. And, let's see, what
else did 1l wite, kind of the sane question, if the
Departnent of Energy grant is awarded, how would it
directly benefit our |local comunities in terns of
reliability, jobs, or resiliency inprovenents?

MR. BRYNER  Sure.

So, obviously, all of the benefits that
we've outlined for this project would benefit the
communities in the Santa Cruz R ver valley, from Tubac
south to Nogales. Al of the letters of support. For
the nost part, nost of those letters of support site the
econom ¢ val ue of that for having a community that has a
reliabl e source of power, so whether that's drawing in
new busi nesses or having existing businesses be able to
continue to operate and thrive, so it's going to have a
direct inpact there. So with or without the grant, that
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benefit cones along. The benefit of the grant is it wl
cost essentially our custoners | ess noney, because that
w || be subsidized by, well, by everybody.

MEMBER MERCER:  Taxpayers.

MR. BRYNER  Sure.

MEMBER MERCER  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Bryner, so rem nd ne,
what was the estimted cost of the project for the

preferred route?

MR BRYNER |I'mgoing to use ny cheat
sheet on the placemat. For the preferred route, the
estimated cost is $13.4 mllion.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what's the anmount of
the grant that we're tal king about?

MR BRYNER So the grant is for the
overall Santa Cruz Reliability Project, so phases 1, 2,
and 3, so the grant was up to $75 mllion.

CHWN STAFFORD, Say what ?

MR BRYNER. Up to $75 nmillion.

CHWN STAFFORD: So that could potentially
cover the entire project?

MR BRYNER: So | don't know t he exact

248

rules of the grant, you know, a ot of the tinmes there's

fundi ng, so that was based on really the investnent that
UNSE had nmade in its systemover the | ast three years,
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that was sort of a cap on the naxi num anpunt that we
could -- that we could receive, so the exact anount was
t hat was about 50 percent of our estimated cost for the
overall project.

Now t hat was based on a phase 3 that had an
I ndependent route, as opposed to where we've | anded to
use the existing infrastructure and place a second
circuit, so that will bring the total cost of the project
down substantially.

CHWN STAFFORD: And thus the anount of the
grant ?

MR BRYNER: So that we're not sure about
yet .

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR BRYNER So it's been interesting
trying to coordinate with the federal governnment on this.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, they've been on
vacation for the | ast several weeks, haven't they?

MR. BRYNER: Some of them m ght argue
differently, but -- but certainly it's been interesting
to work with them

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: You go ahead.
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MEMBER MERCER: |'mcrossing ny fingers for
you guys.

MR BRYNER  Thank you. W would love to
receive the grant. But right now, it's -- we're not

certain what its status is.

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess a quick foll ow up,
when w Il you find out whether you're going to receive
the grant or not?

MR. BRYNER: Question we've been asking for
quite a while. W' ve submtted all the paperwork. So
what we do know right now, I'll share what we do know, is
there were a nunber of recipients that received the sane
essentially acceptance that they were awarded the
opportunity to receive this grant. A nunber of those
were cancelled a week or two ago, what we know is we were
not anongst them

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Well, that's a good
sign.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER. As a followup to sone of
t hose questions. First, anyone who has ever delved into
grants recogni zes that you never know until the check
clears howlong it's going to take to get the fund, even
if you're told that it has been approved in your favor,
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so | thoroughly appreciate, | think the commttee does
too, the fact that it's sonewhat delicate, even to talk
about this at this point, but | do appreciate your
conment s.

| do have a question, though, and that is
the followng: If the grant is approved and, in fact, the
check cashes, as they say, help the commttee understand
what conplications that m ght put on TEP and the -- your
parent conpany, as a result of receiving a Departnment of
Energy grant.

MR. BRYNER: Yeah, so there's a couple --
Ot hank you, Menber Kryder, for that question. So wth
the grant it does come with a tineline that we have to
have the project in service within five years. So thus,
we propose that '28 for phase 1, '29 for phase 2, '30 for
phase 3. Now, that's pretty quick for us to get this --
a project of this magnitude done. You know, we have a
game plan in place, we feel |ike we can nake it happen,
but it's pretty quick. |It's nore accelerated than it
woul d be without the grant, but at the sane tine, we'd
li ke to have this project in service so our custoners can
start benefiting fromit. So that's one chall enge.

Anot her challenge is along with that noney
conmes a lot of red tape, if you want to call it that,
accountability for that, reporting requirenments. There's
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al so sone | evel of a NEPA conponent, Nati onal
Environnental Policy Act, conponent that we woul d have to
do, in addition to the State-issued CEC to nmake sure that
we're -- we're conplying with environnental | aws.

MEMBER KRYDER So as a followup to that,
| know you ran the projections here of 13.4 and 16.9 for
the preferred route and the alternative route. Do those
dol l ar anbunts go up as a result of receiving potentially
$70 million in Departnent of Energy grants? So the short
version is, we've got these nunbers set now, | assune
they're pretty solid. Wuld they grow, if you get a
grant ?

CHWN STAFFORD: So | guess does the NEPA
conmponent raise the cost of the line nore than it
would -- the grant would be, | guess? |Is the juice worth
t he squeeze for the grant, is that kind of what you're
aski ng?

MEMBER KRYDER: Just sone -- | have sone
experience that getting a grant in itself raises the cost
of a project X percent, and | was wondering is ny
experience simlar to what you could project fromthe
experi ence that you or your parent conpany has had?

MR BRYNER So receiving a grant like this
I's somewhat of a new experience at |east for what |'ve
been involved in. But we do anticipate that there wl|l
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be some adm nistrative costs associated with managi ng
that grant and ensuring that we're conpliant to all the
stipulations with it, the NEPA conponent will add sone
costs. To say that it would substantially increase those
costs, | think that m ght be m scharacterized, but there
w ||l be an added percentage, 5 percent, 10 percent,
sonewhere in there added, yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch, and
good | uck.

CHWN STAFFORD: But quick foll ow up
question, with or without the grant, Uni Source or UNSE
needs this project to naintain reliability in Santa Cruz
County, correct?

MR BRYNER That's correct. So the need
for the project was identified before we ever applied for
the grant, before we ever received the grant. \What the
grant allows us to do is not only conpels us to
accelerate the project, but allows us to accelerate the
proj ect because we don't want to build this quicker than
our custoners are able to afford it.

CHWN STAFFCORD: But even w t hout the grant,
this project, the one we're on today, wll be
constructed?

MR. BRYNER: Correct. It just -- it may
sl ow down the tineline of the phases.
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CHWN STAFFORD. Gkay. Thank you.

Menmber Fant ?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. 1'd
like to wind the tape back about five mnutes to Toby's
guesti on about regional transm ssion planning and the
project being involved in the regional transm ssion
pl anni ng process. You nodded your head, but | didn't
hear any -- | didn't hear your verbal response, was that
a yes that the project was included in regional
transm ssi on pl anni ng process?

MR BRYNER Yes, it is or it has been.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Menber Fontes,
did you have a question?

MEMBER FONTES: | did. Again, ny |last duty
assignnent was the 11JI office and the DOE before |
departed, and I wote a | ot of those standards. You are
i ndeed correct, there wll be a NEPA review. And | think
you are prudent to look at all courses of actions going
forward, especially in light of the current priorities of
this adm ni strati on.

The other thing that is in there is a -- |

don't know how to characterize it, but we did have things

in there for, like, what path, and |I know you stated that
you weren't, but there wll be sone sort of peer NERC
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reliability review |Is the schedule there or did you
have t hrough, |ike, WstConnect or sonething sonebody
reviewthe wires to wires that is not part of either
Uni Source or TEP? Because | think that's going to be
part of if you decide to go down the I1JlI grant route,
that's going to be asked upon you.

So I'masking in the sense of did you
consider that yet? And also, giving you a harbi nger of
t hings that m ght cone that you nmay not have thought of.

MR BRYNER Al right. I'mhaving to
consult on that real fast.

So part of our -- part of our -- part of
our planning process is to do that. So the difference
between this and other project on a wres-to-wires
agreenent is the fact that the only interconnection is
with TEP. And so it's just really between TEP and UNSE
on how this works through that wires-to-wires process, so
there's really not any reason for us to consult with or
have an outside entity take a | ook at that.

MEMBER FONTES:. Perfect. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| reviewed all of the filings in the
docket, including the one that M. Magruder nade today.
And | have a whol e bunch of questions, nany of which have
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been answered by the applicant here during the hearing.
And | appreciate that, but there were a few left that 1'd
li ke to have you address, if you can, and wll -- would
pl ease.

First, he nentions that he believes that
the system as it stands right now, is reliable enough
for the residential custoners. And that the reliability
issue is really for the data centers that the area hopes
w il conme, and the, | believe he nentioned the
i nterconnect with Mexico, and he nentioned the
possibility of a merchant line to serve the industri al
and commercial requirenents that may i ncrease over the
years. |1'd like to have TEP address that, if you could,
pl ease.

MR BRYNER  Sure. |'m happy to.

So I'mgoing to say, for the nost part,

M. Magruder is just incorrect in sonme of his specul ation
on what the purpose of this lineis. As |I've stated a
nunber of tines, this is for reliability purposes for all
of our custoners in Santa Cruz County, residents,

busi nesses, commerci al users.

There is no interconnection wth Mxico.
Yes, there is another project that's on the books to
I nterconnect with Mexico, part of Case 176, there were
two CECs that were issued as part of that case. One was
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Issued to UNSE to rebuild fromthe Nogales tap to
Val encia, sorry, fromthe Nogales tap to Kantor. W
woul d use that CEC granted to UNSE to rebuild that |ine
as part of phase 2 of our Santa Cruz Reliability Project.

Al so, part of that CEC, that sane CEC, was
aline to go froma future gateway substati on on the west
side of Nogales to the existing Valencia Substation. W
had initially envisioned using that piece of the CEC as
part of phase 3 of our project, but since we have
determ ned the best route forward is to double Ocircuit
the existing line. W no longer plan to use that. So
that CEC wll continue to be in force until it expires,
or is -- |Is extended.

Al so, that one was al so issued to UNSE.
There was anot her CEC that was issued as part of Case 176
that was i ssued to Nogal es Transmi ssion. That was a
doubl e-circuit 230 line that extended fromthe gateway
substation south to Mexico through a DC intertie. That
Is not owned by UNSE. That's no -- in no way, shape, or
formpart of this project. | don't know the plans on
whet her or not that would go forward at sone point in the
future, nor could | say that M. Magruder knows anyt hing
about that. But it is on the books as an approved
pr oj ect .

| think there was sonething el se on your
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questions there, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think you -- well, his
suggesti on that perhaps a nerchant |ine --

MR BRYNER Okay. | think that that's in

reference to that interconnection project, so they

were -- that was through the Nogal es Transm ssion effort.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | renenber that now
MR. BRYNER: | assune that that's what he's

referring to. And with respect to reliability, yeah,
it's a very reliable |ine today, you know, you look at it
over history and it's -- it's, you know, 99.9 percent
reliable. But when it fails, it has high consequences.
And so what we've heard from our custoners in Santa Cruz
County is that they would |i ke sonething nore reliable.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. And | believe
t hat your -- your response has addressed sonething that
he filed today that nentions that the lines that were
aut hori zed in 176, and he's nmaking sonme reference to the
fact that if they're all built there's going to be three
| i nes comng south, and you have expl ai ned that.
MR. BRYNER  Sure, yeah. There is no third
i ne authorized anywhere -- well, there's one |ine
aut horized. |If you all approve this, then we will have
portions of a second line. And, you know, if we're able
to successfully amend our CEC from Case 144, there w |l
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be two lines. But there is nothing on the books for a
third line and there is no proposal for a third line, at
| east not fromus. | can't speak for any third party
that may be out there contenplati ng sonething.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

That addresses those issues. The only
other thing that -- like |I said, | had a whol e bunch of
questions and you guys have pretty much answered them al
during the course of the hearing. | did want to ask
about his contention that it would be better to use 559.5
AAAC conductors, as opposed to the "old,"” and that's in
quotes, conductors that TEP is accustoned to using, and |
just would |like to hear your response to that, please.

MR, BRYNER  Sure.

So the 559 AAAC, triple AC, conductor is
what's causi ng the constraint today on the Nogales tap to
Kant or section of the line. So that is a | ower-rated
conduct or than what we use today, which we use a, what we
woul d consi der a nodern conductor, the 954 ACSS
conductor, which has a nuch higher rating for us, and so
t hat woul d actually be goi ng backwar ds.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. | just wanted
that on the record.

Thanks very nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
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menber s?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai r man?

CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes, sir, thank you.

M. Bryner, considering the accel erated
pace that maybe the grant would give you and the anount
of construction that you have in place, do you feel that
your supply chain is adequate for poles and wires and al
the hardware that's necessary to put these projects into
place in the tineline in which you have thenf

MR BRYNER  Yes, we feel confortable that
we can neet that tinmeline if granted -- granted this CEC,
and the other CEC or anendnent that we woul d need.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant?

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

| just -- | just mght nention to you that
Nvidia, in their recent GC 2025 presentation, nentioned
t he devel opnent of a new product, a new called arc -- arc
RAN hub, RAN being radi o access network, the -- it's a
wirel ess 6G technol ogy, and what it does, they also build
out an industrial cloud with the 6G technol ogy, which you
can extend all the way out to the edge of whatever your
facilities are.

They're going to use that to snooth the
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pertubations on fiber systens, but that m ght work in
electrical systens too. So | just throw this out there
as a suggestion that that m ght be sonething that m ght
be hel pful down here, where you have | ess transm ssion
l'i nes.

MR. BRYNER: Sounds interesting. | don't
have any comment, but we can consider that.

MEMBER FANT: Worth a | ook.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. M. Bryner, if
| could direct your attention to Exhibit 25, the letter
from SHPO  Perhaps you' re not the ideal witness to
respond to this, but --

MR BRYNER: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wul d you be or?

MR. BRYNER  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. They raise sone
concerns about the Cass | report on the second page of
their letter, right after the recommended agai nst the
preferred route.

MR. BRYNER. Wuld you like ne to respond
to their concerns?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, please.

MR, BRYNER: Ckay. Yeah, happy to.

So, yeah, when we received this letter 1']
say | wasn't super excited. So what we -- so inmmedi ately
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after we received this letter, we scheduled a foll ow up
call wth SHPO. So that we could understand what their
concerns were. Basically what we learned is the Cl ass |
report that we submtted to themit included, if you'l
recall the graphic that we showed on slide -- well, the
| arger siting study area that we expanded to, our d ass |
report consisted of information for that entire area.
Qbviously, we trimed that down substantially for just
our preferred and alternative route, so within that
Class | report it included hundreds of sites, and it
really confused things a lot. So as a result of our
phone call, and actually prior to our phone call, we
submtted to them | believe it's --

MR, ANCHARSKI : Exhi bit 26.

MR, BRYNER: -- Exhibit 26, thank you,
whi ch includes just the sites, so a ass | report is
really, it just consists of what's --

CHWN STAFFORD: It's a desktop review,

isn't it?

MR. BRYNER  Sorry?

CHVWN STAFFORD: It's a desktop review,
isn't it?

MR BRYNER Yes, and so it's what do we
know t oday, so what's been -- what studi es have occurred

and what was found, so we paired it down to just those
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sites wwthin that 500-foot corridor. So that's really
what they needed to comment on as opposed to the hundreds
of sites that had been identified within this area that
nost of themjust really didn't matter to this project in
t hat cont ext.

CHWN STAFFORD: This is for both the
preferred and the alternative route?

MR. BRYNER: Correct. Yes. And so they
had that updated table with themat the tine that we net
with them | think it was on Halloween. | think it was
on the 31st that we nmet with them And they were
satisfied wwth that in understandi ng what the known
potential inmpacts would be with respect to either the
alternative or the preferred route. Nonethel ess, even
knowi ng that, they still preferred the alternative route,
for the reasons that we nmentioned earlier.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Now, so what's the
next step to follow up with SHPO on this?

MR. BRYNER: So the next step wth SHPO
woul d be for us to conduct the Cass IlIl of -- a Cass
1l -- a Cass Ill survey is an intensive pedestrian
survey, soO you go out there with a nunber of
ar chaeol ogi sts, they're going to walk in a transect, each
covering a certain area, and recording the sites that
they find. So whichever route is approved, | guess,
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first of all, we would true up our engineering a little
bit nore. We wouldn't finalize it. So that we could
det erm ne what our right-of-way would be. And then we
woul d go and conduct that survey of that area. W would
identify what sites that we find. W would adjust the
pol e | ocations accordingly. And then we would present
those results to SHPO. W would al so present those
results to the various tribes that have an interest in
the area to see, hey, is this acceptable? Are there
other things that we m ght need to do?

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And that woul d
include dass IlIl surveys on any private land that you
woul d have to traverse with the line, correct?

MR. BRYNER: So per the condition of our
CEC, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, will State Land
Departnment will they require you to do a Cass Il survey
of the entire corridor or just the final right-of-way?

MR. BRYNER:  Just the right-of-way.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just a hypothetical. |If
you were to find during that Cass Il survey a | ot of
stuff out there that you need to avoid, would that
i nfl uence which of the two alternatives you woul d
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consider to be your preferred alternative?

MR. BRYNER: So, again, we're requesting
that you approve a route versus two routes. So the
preferred route would still be the preferred route. Now,
say, hypothetically we found sone massive cultural site
that was |i ke the Seventh Wnder of the World, Eighth
Wonder of the Wbrld, yeah, it would probably influence
us. But, again, based upon what's known out there and
extrapol ating that out, we believe that the sites that
woul d be found woul d be sonething that we could avoid on
ei ther of the routes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | guess |'mjust
wonderi ng whet her just approving one route in this CEC

woul d tie your hands in any way.

MR BRYNER:. | think that every route has
its concerns. | think that we woul d be either dealing
with residential -- residents, honeowners and their
concerns, or we'll be dealing with cultural resource

concerns wth SHPO

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, to that -- to that
point, | think, fromny perspective, that weighs in favor
of the preferred route, because there are ways to
mtigate the inpacts on cultural resources, whereas once
the line is there, and it obscures their view of the
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Santa Rita Mountain, there's no way to mtigate that.
It's there, it's in their viewshed, every tine they | ook
at the nountain, they look at the |ine.

So fromny perspective, |I'mnore inclined
to approve the preferred route and not the alternative
route, so they have one place to build it and they can
focus on mtigating any of the inpacts which primarily
woul d be seens like the cultural resources it seens |ike
a lot of those can be avoi ded just by where they place
t he pol es.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | agree conpletely, and |
also think that if we approved both routes then the issue
woul d still be debated and argued about which one you
shoul d choose, and |I'm sure you would rather have a
defined route at this point.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'mnore inclined to say
we' ve wei ghed the evidence and nade a choice, not just,
well, it's all good, go ahead and build a |line and pl ace.
So |l think it's nore of kind of our role on the commttee
to hear the evidence and select a place to put it where
it's going to be -- where we find that it's going to have

the |l east inpacts to all the factors listed in the

st at ut e.
Menmber Fant ?
MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.
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Question for M. "Anakarski," did I
pronounce that correct?

MR ANCHARSKI :  Anchar ski

MEMBER FANT: Ancharski, I'msorry. If we
approve the preferred route and Cass IlIl reveals
problenms in placing poles, et cetera, what step can UNSE
take? Do you go to the ACC and ask since you've gone
through a full Line Siting Conmttee hearing, do you go
to the ACC and just ask for an anendnent. Do we grant
you a CEC to change the routes or do you have to do
anot her CEC heari ng?

MR, ANCHARSKI : Yeah. Menber Fant, that is
a fair question. | think probably the needed devi ation
woul d dictate the process for that. |If it was a slight
deviation that would potentially go outside the approved
corridor, it could just be an amendnent at the
Comm ssion. They do have kind of a guideline for how
t hey address anendnents to CECs. Qoviously, if it was,
you know, the Seventh, Ei ghth Whnder of the World that we
had to maneuver around, that could require comng back to
the commttee for either a new route or a significant
nmodi fication. So it would be kind of contingent on what

t hat deviation would | ook |ike.

Q | would like to just clarify with M. Bryner,
part -- part of UNSE s request in this matter is for a
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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500-foot-wde siting corridor to potentially alleviate
sonme of these concerns; is that correct?
A (MR BRYNER) That's correct.

And if the commttee wanted to give us a w der
corridor, we wouldn't be opposed to that. That woul d
give us nore flexibility to route around things.

MEMBER FANT: And then barring the
di scovery of the Seven Cities of G bola, you would be
okay with a wi der corridor?

MR. ANCHARSKI: Yes, certainly. | think
the wider the corridor certainly hel ps the applicant
maneuver around potential concerns and constraints,
obstacl es, and cul tural resources.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. Thank you, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: The final right-of-way
woul d be, what, 100, 150 feet?

MR BRYNER: 100 -- up to 100 feet w de.

CHWN STAFFORD: Up to 100 feet w de, okay.
BY MR ANCHARSKI

Q And | guess just to clarify, that's up to
100-f oot right-of-way in areas where the conpany doesn't
al ready have right-of-ways, correct?

A (MR BRYNER) That's correct.

Q So there m ght be situations where you are in
ri ght-of-ways |l arger than a hundred feet, but that are
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preexisting prior to this matter?

A (MR, BRYNER) Yeah, or, for instance, like if we
were on Canoa Road utilizing road right-of-way, it would
be different.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because you
woul dn't -- there's not 100-foot right-of-way to share
the road right-of-way, correct?

MR. BRYNER: Correct. And we nay need
to -- we nmay need to secure a little bit of a
ri ght-of-way outside of that to make up for it, but, you
know, maybe it's 5 feet, nmaybe it's 10 feet, you know,
sonething like that, but it wouldn't need to be 100 feet.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Just so it's
clear in ny head what the preferred route is, | renenber
we tal ked about there's going to be sone sections where
it will be on existing poles, sone sections it wll share
with a different line. Can you -- can we wal k through it
to start at the Canoa Ranch Substation, to its
term nation at Kantor Substation, and kind of follow
al ong on the nap exactly what section -- what each
section is going to | ook |ike?

MR, BRYNER. Sure. Could we bring up
the --

MR, ANCHARSKI: Could we do slide 18, |
bel i eve.
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MR. BRYNER: Thank you. | think so.

MR. ANCHARSKI: That will be hel pful.

MR BRYNER | think slide 18 is basically
t he sane as the placenat.

All right. So you wanted ne to begin,
Chairman Stafford, at the Canoa Ranch Substation?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MR. BRYNER: Ckay. So at Canoa Ranch, | et
nme see if ny -- so heading east, nore |like southeast, out
of Canoa Ranch, that would be all new structures al ong
t hat sout heast trajectory, once it turns towards the
sout h, southwest, along Canoa Road, this would be all new
structures.

Once it hits M. Hopkins Road, there's
exi sting 46-kV structures on M. Hopkins Road, but those
structures were not built to support this 954 ACSS
conductor, so we woul d need to repl ace those structures,
but we would plan to replace those essentially pole for
pol e.

Then once you hit this common corridor wth
the alternative route, which is also the corridor of the
exi sting line, the structures, as you saw, on our field
tour today, they're basically identical structures, the
138- and the 46-kV structures, those pol es can support
t he 954 ACSS conductor for the 138-kV circuit, and we
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woul d plan to reuse those structures, to the extent
possi bl e.

It is possible that we may get in there and
there may be a structure we have to replace. But, for
t he nost part, our engineering has indicated that they're
sufficient to support that conductor.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So going back to the
El ephant Head Road, so where -- after you pass El ephant
Head Road and head sout heast, you said there's an
exi sting 46-k line that would be replaced by this 138-kV
i ne?

MR BRYNER: Correct. So it's about a mle
stretch along M. Hopkins Road right there.

CHWN STAFFORD: And those 48 -- that 46-kV
line would be retired; it's no | onger necessary there?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then for the
next segment you'll use the existing 46-kV poles, but
would that |line also be retired or is that also going to
be -- is that part that's not redundant by this.

MR BRYNER It's part of the 46-kV circuit
t hat serves as that backup today to the Tubac area and it
will be retired.

CHW STAFFORD: It wll be retired?

MR, BRYNER: It will be, yes.
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So at the end of the day, fromthe county
| ine south to Kantor, you'll have two |lines exactly, for
all intents and purposes, it will | ook the exact sane as
it looks today right there. |It's just they'll both be
energi zed at 138-KkV.

CHWN STAFFORD: Instead of one at 138- and
one at 46-kV?

MR. BRYNER  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So the place where
you're going to have -- you're going to keep the existing
46-kV, that's nowhere along -- that's not on this
preferred route, then?

MR BRYNER It's commopn to both the
preferred or the alternative route. So it's on this --
on the map, basically, county line south to Kantor.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. But you're not
going to use that -- that 46-kV line is going to be
retired and replaced wth the 138-kV line, right?

MR. BRYNER  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wasn't there sonewhere --
on the same poles, right. But the conductor, the 46-kV
conductor will be renpved and it's not com ng back?

MR, BRYNER:  Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: | seemto recall there was
sonepl ace al ong here where you were keeping sone 46
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component .

MR. BRYNER: So, yeah, | think that you're
recalling that when we stopped at -- it was Stop 2 on our
tour at the historic Canoa Ranch, there is an existing
46-kV line that cuts across the Canoa Ranch, essentially
here. The Canoa -- the Canoa Substation is about where
this Interstate 19 logo is on slide 18. So that 46-kV
line comes fromnorth fromthe Green Vall ey Substation,
and runs to that point. There's also another 46-kV |ine
that comes fromthe west and cones into that Canoa
Substation. Fromthat Canoa Substation south al ong
El ephant Head Road, the 46-kV line there wll no | onger
be needed. So that -- that goes only to the Kantor
Substation. It serves no other purpose. So once we have
a second 138-kV source to Kantor, that 46-kV circuit from
Canoa to Kantor is no |longer needed. Those portions that
woul d be reused, whether for the preferred route or
alternative route, would be used, the other portions
coul d be renoved.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Thank
you. Makes it clear.

Any questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. M. Ancharski,
| believe we're ready for you to nake your cl osing.
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MR, ANCHARSKI: Great. WlIl, thank you

Qbviously, we want to thank the commttee
for your time and effort, your thoughtful questions and
your thoughtful insight and your helpful illustrative
exanpl es of eating sandw ches and bei ng scol ded by
par ents.

| also want to thank Pima County and Santa
Cruz County. They've been great partners throughout this
process as, you know, has been made clear, there still is
a big piece of this project that -- that we're worKking
wth Pima County on, but it's been good, productive

conversations, and I think we've really appreciated the

efforts on their part. And | really do -- | think al nost
nost inportantly, I'd like to thank the communities that
we' ve been involved with throughout this process. It's

been a | ong process.

And | have been personally to several --
actually, | think all of the public open houses for these
nmeeti ngs, and these comunities have been very passionate
about this project, but they've al so been very
respectful. And that's, | think, what has been really
been hel pful to nmake this project work the way it has,
run as snmooth as well as it has.

As you saw, you know, this process is
iterative, and we took that feedback into this process,
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started fromthe beginning basically after, you know, we
heard about constraints, but again, it really has been an
effort fromthis community. As we've tal ked about

t hroughout this -- throughout this hearing, there really
is a need for this project, and specifically just for
thi s phase.

If -- if all else -- you know, if anything
el se changes, phases 2, phase 3 aren't built, there's
still a need for phase 1. This phase wl | support
reliability for the region, Santa Cruz County, and it is
i mportant that, you know, this project is put into
service. So even in the absence of the other projects in
the area there still are benefits of this project.

And I'd just |ike to conclude, on bal ance,
as kind of set forth in the statute, the evidence we
bel i eve has shown that this project will aid Arizona's
need for an adequate, econom c, and reliable supply of
power whil e balancing the -- while bal ancing the inpacts
to the environnent and ecol ogy of the state.

And again, we really thank you for your
time and effort and we woul d hope that you woul d support

this project, either the preferred or alternative route.

Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Well, | think
this is a good place to stop for the day. | think we can
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pick up in the norning wiwth the di scussion of the
proposed CEC.

| s there anything that the nenbers want to
weigh in on before we recess for the day? |'minclined
to tell the nenbers that |I'm | eaning towards approving
just the preferred route and not the alternative route
for this certificate.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: 1'd like to ask the
applicant to confirmthat maxi mumright-of-way, based on
the circuits that you're going to put on there and the
| oad for a bl owout, NERC conpliance, and all of those
things that we need to fully operate a |line, so just
trying to get that right for you, make sure we confirm
the right-of-way that you need for operations. 100 feet
doesn't sound right, but |I could be corrected.

MR, BRYNER  Sure.

No, we've had our engineers |look at it.
100 feet is sufficient for this. Qoviously, in places
where we woul d be adjacent to the existing 138-kV |i ne,
the total right-of-way would be nore than 100 feet, but
any new addi tional right-of-way would be up to 100 feet
or | ess because there are sone overl aps we can do.

MEMBER FONTES: | didn't have the benefit

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 252 VOLUME Il 11/04/2025 277

of the tour, and |I'm al so concerned about the pole hei ght
structures as you have to traverse any kind of water
obstacles, I'll call them or linear infrastructure, and
that may have to go up. So, you know, we |like to nake
sure we've got that right for you with respect to the
CEC, so you don't have to cone back and anend it, so just
offering that as well.

MR. BRYNER: And appreciate that, Menber
Fontes. W coul d doubl e-check overnight, and if we need
to change that anmount tonorrow before you vote on
anyt hing, we can |let you know.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: Again, | didn't have the
benefit of the tour, and | want to nmake sure we got it
right for both the preferred and the alternative.

CHWN STAFFORD: | predict a robust
di scussi on about conditions.

Menmber Fant ?

MEMBER FANT: Wse M. Fontes just jiggled
ny menory. \Wiat's the height of the poles on this
proj ect ?

MR BRYNER  So typical height wll be
between 75 and 85 feet tall, but we did request a maxi mum
hei ght of 115 feet.

MEMBER FANT: Al right. Thank you, sir.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Anyt hi ng further from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Wth that we will recess
until tomorrow norning at 9:00 a. m

(The hearing recessed at 4:48 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
()(1)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x, Arizona, this
8th day of Novenber, 2025.

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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