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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee, comrencing at 3:00 p.m on February 28, 2024,

with all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Chai r man

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

MEGHAN H. GRABEL
GCsborn Mal edon

2929 North Central
21st Fl oor

Phoeni x, Arizona 85012

ALSO PRESENT:

Megan Hill, Uni Source | n-House Regul atory Attorney

Cl ark Bryner, Manager, Transm ssion Line Siting

Adri ana Marinez, Project Manager, Transm ssion Line
Siting

Teresa Bravo, Governnent Rel ations Representative

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Stafford
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CHWN. STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.
We' ve got sone feedback there.

Now is the tinme set for the prefiling
conference for Uni Source Energy Services Bl ack Muntain
Cenerating Station Expansion Project. 1'll start with
t aki ng appear ances.

Ms. G abel ?

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Meghan G abel from Gsborn Mal edon for the applicant
Uni Sour ce El ectric.

Wth nme is Uni Source's in-house counsel
Megan Hill, as well as the project nmanagers for the
project Cark Bryner and Adriana Marinez, and al so Teresa
Bravo with the conpany.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.

Al right. You have five exhibits for the
prefiling conference; correct?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Now, have you
identified any possible intervenors for this?

M5. GRABEL: Well, until we file I think the
application it is going to be hard to know i f anyone w ||
be intervening on behalf -- | nean, for -- to address the
| egal argunment, so | really don't know at this tine.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. So we got the five
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exhibits. Do you want to tal k us through those and we'l|l
get those admtted?

MS. GRABEL: Yep. Sure.

So Prefiling Exhibit Nunber 1 is what we're
calling the project vicinity map, which shows in a
triangle the Black Mountain -- the existing Bl ack Muntain
site where the four expansion units wll be |ocated in
relation to the 1-40 and the nuch larger Giffith power
pl ant, which is |ocated just off of the highway. That's
Exhi bit Nunber 1

Exhi bit Nunber 2 is actually a rendering of
the proposed facilities next to the existing facility. So
that's Exhibit 2.

Exhibit 3 is the proposed notice sign
| ocation map. So we -- we propose to |ocate them-- one
right at the project site and then three at kind of nore
heavily trafficked areas along the |-40 where people are
likely to see the notice of hearing signs.

And then Exhibit 4 is a proposed notice of
hearing for the disclainer application. Wich |l -- | have
taken the liberty of changing since this is a different
process than typical CEC applications, so | want to nmake
sure you're confortable with that. And at the appropriate
time 1'd like to tal k about sone other issues with the
noti ce of hearing and their publication.
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CHWN. STAFFORD: All right.

M5. GRABEL: Oh, and then, I'msorry, we did
send along an Exhibit 5 as well, which is the substance of
the notice of hearing sign, which has a couple of blanks
pendi ng; obviously the docket nunmber and the tine set for
t he heari ng.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. All right.
Prehearing -- Prefiling Exhibits 1 through 5 are admtted.

Now, you're going to email us a Wrd copy of
t he proposed -- the draft notice of hearing?

M5. GRABEL: Yes. Certainly.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Wile we're
tal king about that | have a couple -- couple probably
adj ustnents to make, of course, beyond just setting the
time and the -- The project website, gonna need to have
t hat .

Does the project website exist yet?

M5. GRABEL: Yes. W do have the URL for
it. It's not up and running yet, but it will be by the
time we actually file.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. So we need to get
that from you.

"' mthinking the hearing will start at
10: 00 a. m

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.
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CHW. STAFFORD: And I'll have to be -- redo
the agenda. | may need to tweak the procedural order for
this as well.

And then -- So the publication, which paper
is the notice going to be published in?

M5. GRABEL: So that's what | wanted to chat
wth you about. So there are two | ocal papers that we
think probably are appropriate to use here. One is the
Daily M ner which serves the Kingman area, which is the
closest area in relation to the project. |It's about
18 mles away | think. That only runs once a week, and
I've had just a really nightmare experience in the past
where a | ocal paper that runs once a week didn't publish
on tinme and we m ssed our conpliance deadline. And so we
woul d have to actually to provide the notice of hearing to
t he paper on the day we file. So we want to publish there
because we think it's the best location. And if you can
docket the notice of hearing the sane day we actually
file, we mght be able to get our conpliance filing done
wth the Ki ngman one.

But in any case, what we think we're going
todois run it in Kingnan no matter what, but then al so
run it in the Lake Havasu paper, which publishes daily.
And we can therefore certainly have that satisfy our
conpliance responsibilities. But it's alittle bit
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further away and doesn't notice the right area. So we
figure either way we've got our bases covered. W w il be
noticing the residents in Kingman, as well as getting the
conpliance filing -- or conpliance notice requirenent by
publishing it in Havasu.

CHWN. STAFFORD: But they are both --

M5. GRABEL: So that would neke --

CHWN. STAFFORD: But they are both in Mbhave
County; right?

M5. GRABEL: Yeah, they are both in Mhave
County. Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: That shoul d suffice then

MS. GRABEL: Ckay, great.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. And then so what
woul d be the -- so the publication -- Ckay. So we're
| ooking at -- Well, hang on. 1'll get to that in a
second. Ckay.

The affected jurisdictions.

M5. GRABEL: W think there are probably
four. So one is Mbhave County. And then also the cities
of Kingnman, Bullhead Cty, and Lake Havasu City, because
they are closest in relation to the project.

CHWN. STAFFORD: You sai d Mohave County,

Ki ngman, Lake Havasu, and Bull head Cty?

MS. GRABEL: Bullhead Gty.
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That's the one that's 18 mles away, |I'm
sorry. Kingman is about ten ml es away.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay, yeah. kay. So you
just file it. The Comm ssion will send themout; right?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So the
hearing will be -- and it will be limted to scope of the
wai ver -- the request for waiver of jurisdiction.

W will start at 10:00 a.m W'l take --
The way | envision it working, we would start, you know,
we take the roll, rule on any interventions if there are

any, hear the argunents, and then take comment fromthe

public. | don't envision doing a 5:30 p.m public comrent
on the -- you know, a | egal argunent about this. So | --
| still allow public comrent, but |I don't think we're --

we're not going to need a separate 5:30 tinme frame for

t hat .

So to the extent that you have that on any
of the notices you can scrub it. | think it's on the --
Yeah --

M5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: -- on Exhibit 5. So it
will be just -- | guess we'll notice it fromthe start

time at 10: 00. W won't have a published end tine. It
wll just be we start at 10:00 and we'll go until we
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finish. Which should be --

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Wi ch shoul d be before 5:00
on -- on that day.

Now, you probably need to arrange | odgi ng
for sone -- sonme of the out-of-town Conmm ttee nenbers.
They wll probably want to cone up -- Because this is a --
We're doing it on a Wednesday; right?

M5. GRABEL: | think that's right, yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: The 24th, April 24th.

Yeah, since it starts at 10:00 instead of 1:00 o'clock in
the afternoon they wll probably want to cone up that
Tuesday.

So you wll need to arrange for that and | et
Tod know where they need to plan on staying.

M5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And so the -- we've got
the -- The file date is going to be March 8th; correct?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. And so the
publication deadline will be March 23rd. The prehearing
conference will be April 16th. And then we'll have the --
the hearing on April 24th.

So you already -- You enmiled the copies to
all the nenbers; right?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
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MS. GRABEL: Enumiled copies of the
appl i cation?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah.

M5. GRABEL: | have not done that yet; we
haven't filed it. But we will provide copies to all of
t he nmenbers.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Does that -- does that --

Do you guys send it or does the Commi ssion send it out?

M5. GRABEL: W file themall with the
Comm ssion and the Comm ssion sends themout. W still
have to do the 25 copi es.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Right. But do -- do you
usually email themlike a courtesy copy or do they have to
wait for the hard copy in the mail, the certified mail the
Comm ssi on sends?

M5. GRABEL: W don't. But |I'mhappy to
emai |l the application to Tod and have Tod di sperse it to
the Conmmttee nenbers if that woul d be easier

CHWN. STAFFORD: Does that work, Tod?

MR, BREVWER  Yeah, M. Chairman. | can do
t hat .

M5. GRABEL: | can do it directly, | just
don't have all of their email addresses. And |I'mnot sure
if it's appropriate for ne to be reachi ng out.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, | think -- | think it
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woul d be better to send it through Tod.

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. And I'l
draft the procedural order.

Sorry about that.

W'l need to nake sone -- sone probably --
There is probably sone stuff that's not going to be
rel evant for this in the procedural order. And the agenda
wi Il have to be changed because it's not going to proceed
as a -- because it's going to be on just the request for

di scl ai ner, not the actual CEC itself.

And | guess you won't need to -- you won't
need to provide a draft CEC either since -- because we're
just |looking at the -- at the request.

Like | say, we'll do -- we'll do -- we'll do
public comment. It will be on the agenda, but it will be

that tinme, there won't be a separate 5:30 tine.

Now, what's the permt status on the

pr oj ect ?

MS. GRABEL: Meaning do we have any permts
requi red?

G ark, do you want to answer that question?

CHW. STAFFORD: |'m sure you do, but I'm
just -- is there a -- | think you have to get a -- You

probably have to change your air permt, won't you, for

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
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t he county?
MR. BRYNER  Yeah, we've got to -- we've got
to update our air permt and our aquifer protection
permt. And those are in the works.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay.
M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, although we
aren't going to have a CEC application, would you |ike us
to propose a draft form of order?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, that -- that would

wor k. You could -- you could do that instead. Because
like -- | think what they did last tine -- It was
pretty -- pretty short. | think it was -- That was the

216, or was it 214? Was it Sawtooth? I'mtrying to
renmenber. But it was like a -- two poles plus what was
ever inside the substations. But they just -- The order
just said on a vote of, was it five to three, the
Committee did not disclaimjurisdiction, and that was the
end of it.

THE COURT REPORTER: |I'msorry, the
Commttee did what? Did not what?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Denied. They did not --
they denied or did not grant the -- that request for
di sclainer of jurisdiction for that other case.

But, yeah, that was a pretty -- pretty
bar e- bones order. |If you want to submt sonethi ng, yeah,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
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I think that would be appropriate.

V5. GRABEL:

Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And | don't think we're

pl anni ng on seei ng any publ

ic officials cone to nake

public comment for the |egal argunent.

V5. GRABEL:

| don't think so, but --

CHWN. STAFFORD: Al right. GOay. And you

had the amount of filing fee was -- okay, what -- This is

a plant, so it's going to be nore than the typica

t housand dollars we see; ri

V5. GRABEL:

ght ?
It is. I1t's $5,000.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Now, the

Conmm ssion's obligated by statute to pay the cost of

reporting and transcri bing
wel |l as the actual necessar

Comm ttee nenbers in the --

any application hearing, as
y expenses incurred by the

connection with the

participation in the neetings fromthe filing fee, but

costs and fees exceeding the anount can, wth the

applicant's consent, be incurred by the Conmttee and

charged to the applicant.

Does t he appl

i cant consent to pay the

Comm ssion those costs in excess of the filing fees?

V5. GRABEL:

Yes, M. Chairman, we do.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Thank you.

You won't hit

the ceiling as fast wwth this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
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one wth the higher filing, but that will get you -- That
actually should cover the one day of heari ng.

V5. GRABEL: Hopefully.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, with respect to
| odgi ng, do you just want Tuesday ni ght or would you like
Tuesday and Wednesday night for Conmmttee nenbers? 1'm
not sure how far they have to travel.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, | think the furthest

one is going to be -- | think they are in Tucson, aren't
they? |Is Geen -- is Geen Valley further south than
Tucson?

M5. GRABEL: | think it is, yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. | think that's
where -- | think that's where Kryder is at. So | think

that's the furthest distance.

M5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Menber Little conmes from
Fl agstaff, but she may just attend renotely. She -- she
has in the past when we have had things at the Conm ssion
itself. So we'll see.

But, yeah, it's probably just safe to nake

it for that Tuesday and -- the Tuesday before and the day

15

of. And if they don't -- if they don't use them they can

just head -- if we get -- if we wap it up early enough
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they should be able to just drive hone after that.

I would anticipate they wouldn't need to
stay a second night, but --

M5. GRABEL: Wuld it be possible for Tod
perhaps to poll the conmttee nmenbers and see who wants a
hotel room and how many ni ghts? Because then we can j ust
make specific reservations, because it's alittle
different than typical CEC heari ngs.

CHWN. STAFFORD: |s that doable, Tod?

MR. BREWER  Yeah, | can do that. Excuse

nme.
MS. GRABEL: Thank you so nuch.
MR BREVWER As soon as it gets filed I wll
reach out to themand -- when | send them a copy of the

application and ask who would actually be staying the
night. | would think they would probably want to stay the
ni ght before and the night of if you are starting at

10: 00 o' clock in the norning.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah. So it'll probably --
it wll probably be the two, but if they conme back and
say, no, as long as we wap by, say, 2:00 o' clock they --
they wouldn't need to stay a second night. But | assune
that we wouldn't go that -- go past 2:00 o' clock, but you
never know. We've all been surprised by these before.

M5. GRABEL: And are you anticipating,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
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M. Chairman, that we will provide |lunch as we typically
do? It's alittle bit different since it's at the

Conmm ssi on.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, | think -- 1 think
not. | think what we can have themdo is they can just
get lunch on their own and submt -- send it to the

Comm ssion for reinbursenent.

MS. GRABEL: GCkay. That sounds good.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Just trying to, you know,
arrange sone kind of catering deal at the Comm ssion
itself, | think that's probably -- probably a little nore
difficult.

M5. GRABEL: A little awkward.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Also then in your
draft notice of hearing you note that no evidence wll be
taken. Don't you think you m ght need at |east one
witness for a factual description of what the project is?
Just to get --

M5. GRABEL: W' Il have a description of the
project in the disclainmer application. Do you think we'l]l
need soneone to testify that that's actually what's going
t o happen?

CHW. STAFFORD: That's -- that's ny
t hought. Had you -- how had you -- | think it's -- it
wll be different depending on whether it's just the
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applicant there or if soneone does intervene. Because if
it's -- I"'mtrying to think this through how -- how t hat
woul d wor K.

Typically | think, you know, you'd have
to -- even though it's in the application, you still -- in
a regul ar CEC hearing you have still got to put a wtness
on the stand to testify to those facts.

MS. GRABEL: | nean, | guess -- | guess the
way | envisioned it was we are going to say, does the --
does the Conmittee disclaimjurisdiction on any project
where each i ndependent unit has a nanepl ate capacity of
| ess than 100 negawatts? And so it's alnbost -- | nean, |

t hi nk any hypothetical fact situation could fit that fact

pattern.

CHW. STAFFORD: Right. Al right. Well, |
think -- I"mjust trying to think.

Do we need an affidavit or just -- we
just -- just for purposes of the -- of the request deem

what's filed in the application as fact and then rul e on
it based on that presupposition?

M5. GRABEL: | nean, |I'll do whatever you're
confortable with. If you want an affidavit from one of
the potential w tnesses, we're okay with that.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. Yeah, | think -- 1
think we can hold off -- W don't have to decide that
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today | don't think, but | think what | will do is take

out the language in the notice of hearing that no evidence

will be taken --

M5. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHW. STAFFORD: -- in case we do decide to
t ake evidence. Because that -- I'mjust trying to

envision like different ways this could go if, you know,
potentially -- | don't want to be hanstrung if there's a
factual dispute, you know, to get to the nmerits of your
ar gurent .

M5. HILL: May | -- I'msorry, M. Chairman
and Meghan. May | ask, instead of just taking out that no
evidence will be taken, could it be a statenent that
limts the evidence to be taken to be that which is
relevant to the disclainer of jurisdiction?

CHWN. STAFFORD: Well, yes. | nean,
that's -- that's -- The notice is going to say it's the
hearing on the disclainmer. And then, |ikew se, public
comment will be limted to that issue. W're not going to
take -- I'"'mnot going to entertain public coment about
the plant or a tie line because that's not what we're here
to discuss and decide. |It's about the -- it's about the
request for the waiver of jurisdiction and that's the
scope of it. So any -- any evidence will be -- have to be
relevant to that. It would have to be -- I"'mnot -- And
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assumng there is an intervenor, I'mnot going to all ow --
and we had -- and you put a witness on to establish the
facts of the application for the purposes of the oral --
the |l egal argunent, we're not -- |I'mnot going to all ow
ext ensi ve cross-exam nati on about the nerits of the plant
or how they cane to decide why this is what -- any of
that. That's really all not relevant to the issue that
we're -- the disclainmer that we're there to discuss.

M5. GRABEL: | agree with that entirely.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. And
then -- Let's see. And then like you had -- on the draft
it says add Megan Hill. Can you send us the -- can you
just put her address and contact information?

M5. GRABEL: [|'Il have her in there. Sorry
about that.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And then the
other thing I was going to change on the notice of
hearing, | wasn't going to call it an appeal, | would say
it -- allowthemto request a review of the Commttee's
decision -- request a review of the Commttee' s decision
by the Commission. So that's -- instead of calling it an
appeal , because soneone m ght see that and get confused
about that it's going to the court or sonething.

M5. GRABEL: Sure. That's no problem

| nean, that was intended to enconpass both
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t he Comm ssi on and any subsequent court proceedi ng that
may ensue. Hopefully it doesn't get to that stage, but |
t hi nk the sane | anguage woul d wor K.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. And
then -- Now, the way you envision the -- the hearing is
going to be exclusively on the disclainer request. |[If the
Commttee grants it, then they would submt that to the
Conmm ssion and then they would -- they have -- they' d have
to make the final up-or-down decision on that.

If the Conmttee denies it, then instead of
proceedi ng to hearing on the application, you want to
request review of the Commttee's deci sion.

Now, are you going to -- | just want to nake
it clear that you are going to -- that the applicant's
going to waive their right to proceed under the statute
40- 360-08(B) and that the 180-day period in the 360.04 is
toll ed pending the Comr ssion revi ew.

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman. W' ve
actually spelled that out in the application. Wat |
woul d envision if you deny our disclainmer request, is |
wi || subsequently in that sanme proceedi ng nove to continue
it and waive our ability to build under the statute that
you just cited --

CHWN. STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MS. GRABEL: -- pending a review of the
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Comm ttee's deci sion.

CHWN. STAFFORD:  Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: And then, as we discussed, if
it all goes south for us fromthere, we'll just wthdraw
this entire application, refile with a nore robust CEC
application.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. One that wll be
ready to go to hearing; correct?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. GCkay. And so

then -- Al right. Wll, I think that -- | think that's
everything | have. |s there anything else that we need to
addr ess?

M5. GRABEL: The only thing | think we
m ssed was that we do intend to place the application in a
couple of libraries, the ACC, on the project website, and
the offices of Mohave County. And | did spell that out in
the notice of hearing document.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Right .

MS. GRABEL: Ckay.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ch, and then there was one
other thing. O©h, yes. What are you -- is going to be
your Exhibit A to the notice of hearing?

MS. GRABEL: Probably the rendering of the
actual generation site. O we can do both. W have an
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A-1 and an A-2, which is actually how they are

denom nated. Which is the vicinity map as well as the

rendering of the generation site.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. So that's going to

be -- You're tal king about Prehearing 1?
MS. GRABEL: Prehearing 1 and Prehearing 2.
That m ght get kind of nuddy to publish.
Clark, actually I'd be interested in your

t houghts on that given the newspaper publication

requirenent. |s there one over the other that you would
prefer?

MR BRYNER | -- | would say probably the
vicinity, the one that's broader. It gives people a sense

of where it's at. Qherwise, it's just an area in the
m ddl e of nowhere.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. So the A-17?

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

MR BRYNER  A-1.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah, that -- So it wll
just be that one, then, as opposed to both A-1 and A-2?

MS. GRABEL: Probably easier for a newspaper
requi renent.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yeah. Al right. Yeah,
just pick one.

Ckay. So you're |looking to do Prehearing 1

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
602. 266. 6535 www. gl enni e-reporting. com



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LSC CASE NO. TBA PREFILING CONFERENCE 02/28/2024 24

Brief Temporary Caption

for Exhibit A for the notice of hearing. Ckay.

Al right. That was the last thing | had.

Tod, is there anything else we're going to
need?

MR. BREWER No, M. Chairman. | believe
that's it. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. And then -- so you
wll -- you wll -- Meghan, you'll get with Tod about the
| odging. And then | guess Tod is going to let you know if
they are -- how many nenbers are planning on staying for
one or two nights.

MS. GRABEL: Yeah. That would be great.

| also -- | should have nentioned we are
going to push this out on social nedia, too, just to nake
sure we get that coverage as well.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Ww, so you are
pushi ng things on social nedia now. Good.

M5. GRABEL: We live; we |earn.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. |Is that --
Anyt hi ng el se, Tod?

MR BREVER No. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Well, thank you
very much. | look forward to seeing your filing and I
wll see you on April -- Well, 1'lIl talk to you at the
prehearing conference then.
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MS. GRABEL: All right, great. Thank you,

M. Chair man.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Have a good

af t ernoon. Thanks.
M5. GRABEL: Thank you.
CHWN. STAFFORD: Let's go off the record.
(At 3:25 p.m the proceedi ngs ended.)
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